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Reinventing  the  Standard  Catalogue:  Liberty  Seated 
Line  Drawings  from  the  John  J.  Ford  Library 

by 

Len  Augsburger 

In  his  recent  sale  of  numismatic  literature  in  Auction  III,  December  2009,  David 
Fanning  included  an  interesting  assortment  of  sketches  commissioned  by  John  J. 
Ford  in  the  early  1960s.  Fanning  catalogued  Lot  271  as  follows; 

Original  Art  for  the  1962-1963  Standard  Catalogue 

Hughes,  Brent.  Portfolio  of  pen,  ink  and  pencil  sketches  for  a  contemplated 
revision  of  the  Standard  Catalogue,  c.  1962-3.  33  pen  and  ink  drawings,  most  on 
white  card  stock  [28  by  24  cm],  including  15  of  varieties  of  1873  dated  U.S.  coins; 
plus  12  sketches  in  pencil.  Housed  in  a  brown  paper  wrapper  with  "U.S.  Coin  Date 
and  Related  Variants:  Drawings  by  Brent  Hughes  for  a  Contemplated  Edition  of  the 
'Standard  Catalogue.'  Circa  1 962-63"  written  in  marker  by  Ford.  Several  photographs 
enclosed,  on  which  sketches  were  based.  Several  notes  by  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.  attached 
throughout.  Ex  John  J.  Ford  Library,  Fine. 

This  lot  description  raised  a  host  of  questions:  What  was  the  Standard  Catalogue'? 
Why  were  line  drawings  proposed  instead  of  photographs?  And  what  was  the  fas- 
cination with  1 873  coinage?  I  bid  aggressively  on  the  lot  and  was  rewarded  with  a 
thick  package  which  arrived  in  the  mail  several  weeks  later.  After  a  quick  inspection 
of  the  contents,  I  returned  to  my  library  and  began  searching  for  the  stories  behind 
this  group  of  drawings. 

I  discovered  that  the  Standard  Catalogue  of  United  States  Coins  was  published 
by  Wayte  Raymond  from  1934  to  1957  and  was  the  precursor  of  the  modern  Red 
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Title  on  Cover  of  1947  Standard  Catalogue 
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Book.  Today's  collectors,  steeped  in  price  guides  from  their  earliest  inception  into 
numismatics,  have  little  notion  of  collecting  coins  witlnout  the  use  of  a  Greysheet,  a 
PCGS  Price  Guide,  Coin  World's  Coin  Values  Online,  or  some  similar  reference.  This 
kind  of  pricing  information  was  simply  not  available  in  the  1930s.  While  the  most 
serious  collectors  followed  auction  results,  there  was  no  single,  widely  available 
price  guide  aimed  at  the  average  collector.  B.  Max  Mehl  published  the  Star  Rare  Coin 
Encyclopedia  that  filled  some  of  the  void,  but  this  volume  merely  listed  prices  offered 
by  Mehl,  rather  than  trying  to  capture  a  true  picture  of  market  value.  The  Numismatist 
disseminated  certain  market  information  through  dealer  advertisements,  but  in  1 930 
the  ANA  membership  stood  only  at  about  one  thousand  members. 

About  this  time  the  coin  folder  and  the  coin  board  were  introduced  to  the  American 
public,  and  the  fascination  of  plugging  Lincoln  cents  into  the  cardboard  cutouts  cre- 
ated changes  in  the  hobby  that  persist  today.  Set  completion  by  date  and  mintmark 
became  the  compelling  objective,  ultimately  providing  some  of  the  initiative  that  led 
to  the  formation  of  LSCC  in  1974.  With  the  sale  of  millions  of  folders  and  boards  in 
the  1 930s,  a  generation  of  collectors  graduated  to  a  higher  level  of  numismatics  that 
created  a  need  for  supporting  literature. 

Wayte  Raymond  published  the  National  Coin  albums  in  the  1930s  which  today 
are  associated  with  spectacularly  toned  silver  coins.  He  sensed  the  need  for  good 
collector  pricing  information  and  created  the  first  Standard  Catalogue  of  United 
States  Coins  in  1934.  The  content  varied  over  the  years  but  here,  for  the  first  time, 
was  everything  a  collector  needed  to  do  basic  attribution  and  appraisal  of  United 
States  coinage.  The  catalogue  had  pictures  that  could  be  compared  to  individual 
coins  and  prices  that  were  updated  from  edition  to  edition.  Raymond  maintained 
a  high  level  of  scholarship,  dispatching  a  young  Walter  Breen  to  the  National  Ar- 
chives in  later  years.  This  action  revolutionized  American  numismatic  research  as  a 
generation  of  researchers  began  to  explore  the  primary  documentation  behind  our 
national  coinage.  For  example,  the  Standard  Catalogue  included  a  lengthy  section 
on  patterns  in  its  1947  edition  and  substantial  extracts  from  the  annual  reports  of 
the  United  States  Mint. 

Whitman's  Red  Book  came  on  the  scene  in  1946  with  a  cover  price  of  $1 .50.  The 
Standard  Catalogue  was  priced  at  $3.50,  a  figure  given  in  a  Raymond  advertisement 
in  the  February  1947  issue  of  The  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine.  Beyond  the 
two  dollar  savings,  Whitman's  real  advantage  was  the  ability  to  market  the  Red  Book 
through  a  broader  retail  network  than  that  of  the  Standard  Catalogue.  Department 
Stores  and  bookstores  were  ready  outlets  for  coin  collecting  supplies  and  numismatic 
literature  as  late  as  the  1960s.  An  early  memory  of  mine  is  exploring  a  large  variety 
of  Whitman  coin  folders  in  a  small  town  bookstore  about  1 970.  Wayte  Raymond  was 
first  and  foremost  a  numismatic  dealer,  and  not  well  positioned  to  compete  with  Whit- 
man, whose  parent  company  had  been  in  the  print  and  publishing  game  since  the 
early  1900s.  Raymond  passed  away  in  1956,  and  the  Standard  Catalogue  departed 
the  scene  with  the  last  edition  bearing  a  cover  date  of  the  following  year. 

Harry  X  Boosel,  like  Walter  Breen,  was  busy  doing  research  in  the  National  Ar- 
chives during  the  1950s.  Both  men  challenged  themselves  to  combine  their  archival 
findings  with  the  study  of  actual  coins  in  order  to  present  the  most  thorough  view  of 
their  subject.  Boosel  was  particularly  attracted  to  the  coinage  of  1 873,  "the  largest  set 
of  coins  of  any  year  of  United  States  coinage"  as  he  wrote.  The  result  was  a  series 
of  articles  appearing  in  The  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine  beginning  in  1957. 
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THE  STANDARD  CATALOGUE 
of 

United  States  Coins 

From  1652  to  Present  Day 

Early  American  Coins,  Coins  of  the  States,  United  States  Gold, 
Silver  and  Copper  Coins,  Private  Gold  Coins,  Pattern  Coins, 
Encased   Postage   Stamps,    Commemorative  Coins, 
Philippine    Islands    Coins,    Hawaiian  Coins, 
Coins  of  Puerto  Rico  and  the  Danish 
West    Indies,    G^eneral  Information, 
Complete  Mint  Reports. 


Giving  the  average  valuation  among  collectors  and 
dealers.  With  over  one  thousand  illustrations. 


TWELFTH  EDITION 
1947 


WAYTE  RAYMOND,  Editor 


PRICE  $3.50 


COMPILED  AND  PUBLISHED  BY 

WAYTE    RAYMOND,  Inc. 
654  MADISON  AVENUE  NEW  YORK 

Table  of  Contents  for  1947  Standard  Catalogue 
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In  1 960  the  series  appeared  in  book  form  under  the  title  "1 873-1 873."  Boose!  had  a 
lot  of  material  to  cover  in  his  research  on  1 873  United  States  coinage.  There  was  the 
Coinage  Act  of  1873,  closed  and  open  3  varieties  for  many  denominations,  arrows 
and  no  arrows  varieties,  as  well  as  many  issues  that  were  produced  in  business  strike 
and  proof  formats.  Boosel  collected  what  he  researched  and  ultimately  disposed 
of  his  extensive  collection  of  1873  coinage  in  Merkin's  September  1968  sale  and 
RARCOA's  April  1 972  sale.  But  even  after  these  sales,  Boosel  remained  smitten  with 
1873  coinage  and  continued  writing  about  it  in  The  Numismatist  and  other  forums. 

Boosel's  research  caught  the  eye  of  John  J.  Ford,  a  coin  dealer  who,  in  Janu- 
ary 1962,  purchased  the  rights  to  the  Standard  Catalogue  from  Wayte  Raymond's 
widow.  By  this  time  it  was  obvious  that  the  Red  Book  was  a  huge  success,  but  Ford 
no  doubt  believed  that  there  was  room  for  competition.  He  was  probably  aware  of 
Fred  Reinfeld's  Coin  Collector's  Handbook,  a  Red  Book  copycat  which  is  little  known 
today,  but  nonetheless  successful  enough  to  enjoy  multiple  editions  beginning  in 
1954  and  continuing  as  late  as  1976. 

In  preparation  for  a  revised  version  of  the  Standard  Catalogue,  Ford  commissioned 
a  series  of  line  drawings  intended  to  depict  a  number  of  varieties,  but  especially  those 
concerning  1 873  coinage.  A  number  of  the  drawings  in  this  collection  are  dated  June 
1962.  The  drawings  are  clearly  aimed  at  variety  attribution,  almost  all  depicting  only 
a  portion  of  an  obverse  or  reverse,  typically  a  date  or  mintmark.  The  drawings  of 
1873  Seated  coinage  were  executed  by  Brent  Hughes  of  Falls  Church,  Virginia  and 
are  numbered  as  follows: 


Identification  Code 

Boosel-8 

Boosel-9 

Boosel-12 

Boosel-13 

Boosel-14 

Boosel-15 

Boosel-16 

Boosel-17 

Boosel-18 


1873  Denomination  and  Variety 

Dime,  No  Arrows,  Open  3 
Dime,  No  Arrows,  Closed  3 
Quarter,  No  Arrows,  Open  3 
Quarter,  No  Arrows,  Closed  3 
Half  Dollar,  No  Arrows,  Open  3 
Half  Dollar,  No  Arrows,  Closed  3 
Half  Dollar,  Small  Arrows 
Half  Dollar,  Large  Arrows 
Half  Dollar,  Four  Bars  in  Shield 


A  few  obvious  varieties  are  missing.  There  are  no  drawings  for  1873  dimes  With 
Arrows  or  for  1873  quarters  With  Arrows.  Two  drawings,  Boosel-10  and  Boosel-11, 
if  originally  created,  are  missing  from  this  collection.  However,  Ford  likely  intended 
to  depict  a  representative  rather  than  a  comprehensive  set,  which  would  have  been 
out  of  scope  for  a  general  work  on  American  coinage. 

Boosel-8  and  Boosel-9  depict  the  Open  3  and  Closed  3  varieties  of  the  1 873  No  Ar- 
rows dime.  It  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  mint  officials  early  in  1 873  that  the  Closed 
3  could  easily  be  confused  with  the  figure  '8'.  A  switch  to  an  Open  3  was  therefore 
made  before  arrows  were  added  on  either  side  of  the  date  later  in  the  year. 
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Boosel-8  No  Arrows  Open  3  Dime 


Boosel-9  No  Arrows  Closed  3  Dime 
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Boosel-12  and  Boosel-13  show  the  Open  3  and  Closed  3  varieties  of  the  1873 
quarter.  Boose!  wrote  in  the  August  1957  issue  of  the  Numismatic  Scrapbook,  "I 
have  given  up  hope  of  finding  the  'closed'  3  variety  of  the  Philadelphia  1873  quarter 
without  arrows  issued  for  general  circulation."  Closed  3  coins  eventually  showed 
up,  but  slowly.  As  of  1968,  Boosel  knew  of  only  two  specimens.  Writing  in  the  Mer- 
kin  catalogue  describing  his  collection  he  wrote  "no  third  specimen  having  shown 
up  despite  extensive  search  over  ten  years."  Today  this  variety  remains  scarce,  but 
many  more  are  known.  Boosel's  experience  highlights  the  state  of  research  on  Lib- 
erty Seated  coinage  in  the  1950s.  With  only  one  collector  searching  for  a  particular 
variety,  the  odds  of  success  were  slim.  As  John  McCloskey  and  other  scholars  began 
to  collaborate  in  the  1960s,  a  healthy  synergy  emerged  and  the  body  of  research 
grew  geometrically. 


Boosel-12  No  Arrows  Open  3  Quarter 


Boosel-13  No  Arrows  Closed  3  Quarter 
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Boosel-14  and  Boosel-15  portray  the  Open  3  and  Closed  3  varieties  of  the  1873 
without  arrows  half  dollar  Notice  that  the  artist  has  paid  correct  attention  to  the  ori- 
entation of  the  stars,  which  point  directly  toward  the  rim  on  all  Seated  half  dollars, 
whereas  the  star  points  on  the  quarters  are  oriented  toward  the  rim  at  an  angle. 


Boosel-14  No  Arrows  Open  3  Half  Dollar 


Boosel-15  No  Arrows  Closed  3  Half  Dollar 
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Boosel-16  is  WB-107,  the  1873  half  dollar  with  Small  Arrows,  while  Boosel-17 
depicts  WB-106,  the  1873  half  dollar  with  Large  Arrows.  Wiley/Bugert  indicate  that 
WB-106  is  the  most  common  of  the  1873  with  arrows  half  dollar  varieties,  while  the 
Small  Arrows  variety  is  more  scarce.  Arrows  were  added  to  dimes,  quarters  and  half 
dollars  as  a  result  of  the  Coinage  Act  of  1 873  which  mandated  a  slight  change  in  the 
weight  of  these  denominations  effective  April  1 ,  1873. 


Boosel-16  Small  Arrows  Half  Dollar 


Boosel-17  Large  Arrows  Half  Dollar 
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Boosel-1 8  is  the  quad-striped  1 873  with  arrows  half  dollar  known  as  WB-1 09.  The 
artist  clearly  captures  the  quad-stripe  feature,  but  missed  other  characteristics  of  this 
doubled  die  variety.  The  horizontal  bars  in  the  obverse  shield,  for  example,  should 
exhibit  partial  doubling.  Elsewhere,  some  evidence  of  the  doubling  is  seen  on  the 
shield  ribbon.  Boosel  himself  was  well  aware  of  the  characteristics  of  the  obverse 
doubling  on  this  1 873  half  dollar  variety,  as  he  described  in  Issue  #33  of  the  journal. 
The  quad-stripe  effect  was  the  result  of  die  doubling  and  is  also  seen  on  business 
strike  1844  Seated  dollars. 


Boosel-1 8  Four  Bars  in  Shield 


The  remaining  mystery  involving  these  line  drawings  is  why  Ford  would  have  con- 
sidered using  such  a  primitive  medium,  as  opposed  to  photography.  Line  drawings 
were  the  legacy  of  low  budget  19""  century  numismatic  production;  indeed,  with  the 
exception  of  Howard  Newcomb's  1944  masterpiece  on  middle  and  late  date  large 
cents,  photography  was  by  far  the  preferred  method  of  demonstrating  varietal  dif- 
ferences. Ford  certainly  intended  to  make  extensive  use  of  photography  in  a  revised 
edition  of  the  Standard  Catalogue,  for  the  sale  of  his  library  in  2005  contained  a  lot 
that  included  "thousands  of  photographic  prints  and  negatives  of  coins  and  other 
materials,"  many  of  which  were  keyed  to  Standard  Catalogue  entries. 

Some  of  the  line  drawings  in  the  collection  indicate  that  Ford  was  personally  work- 
ing the  sketches.  The  artist  made  initial  drawings  in  pencil,  which  Ford  corrected,  and 
made  notes  to  the  artist  regarding  the  final  inking.  Of  an  1 840  large  cent  Ford  wrote, 
"I  had  to  do  this  date  over  5  times  - 1  now  have  it  right,  but  think  it  proportionately 
a  hair  too  big  -  accordingly,  when  you  ink  in  date  -  ink  in  following  the  pencil  lines 
on  the  inside..."  On  another  sketch  Ford  advised  "I'm  not  that  accurate  re  head  - 
better  than  you  were,  but  not  OK  yet  -  my  corrections  lack  feel  of  the  design."  Ford 
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may  have  thought  original  art  was  better  for  demonstrating  small  differences  in  die 
detail,  and  certainly  in  the  days  prior  to  digital  photography,  modifying  images  to 
one's  taste  was  far  easier  with  original  art. 

While  these  line  drawings  demonstrate  two  dimensional  detail  in  excellent  con- 
trast, and  allow  for  specific  emphasis  of  desired  fine  points,  they  are  lacking  in  dem- 
onstrating relief.  This  is  particularly  noticeable  on  the  sketch  of  the  1873  doubled 
LIBERTY  Indian  cent.  Notice  how  the  photograph  conveys  varying  depth  within  the 
headband  and  doubled  lettering  while  the  impression  is  not  nearly  so  strong  on  the 
line  drawing. 


Photograph  of  1873  Doubled  LIBERTY  Indian  Cent 


Drawing  of  1873  Doubled  LIBERTY  Indian  Cent 
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Ford  no  doubt  realized  some  of  the  shortcomings  of  this  approach,  and  in  the  end, 
nothing  came  of  his  plans  to  reissue  the  Standard  Catalogue.  In  1966,  he  sold  the 
rights  to  Whitman.  By  this  time  the  Red  Book  was  a  smashing  success,  selling  over 
a  million  copies  in  1 965.  Whitman  was  probably  happy  to  take  a  potential  competitor 
out  of  the  mix  once  and  for  all,  and  today  the  Red  Book  remains  the  most  frequently 
consulted  reference  on  American  coinage.  While  the  Standard  Catalogue  is  no  more, 
the  remains  of  Ford's  experiments  with  line  drawings  have  fortunately  survived,  shin- 
ing light  on  the  fascination  with  Liberty  Seated  coinage  varieties  of  1873. 
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LSCC  Annual  Meeting 

The  37'^  Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  119'^ 
Anniversary  Convention  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association.  The  convention 
will  be  held  at  the  John  B.  Hynes  Convention  Center  in  Boston,  Massachusetts  from 
August  1 0-1 4,  201 0.  The  club  meeting  has  been  scheduled  for  9:00  am  on  Thursday 
August  1 2'^  in  the  Gardner  Room  at  the  Sheraton  Boston  Hotel  that  connects  directly 
to  the  Convention  Center  and  the  Bourse  Floor.  There  will  be  an  announcement  of  the 
results  of  this  year's  election  of  officers,  a  financial  report  for  the  current  club  year  by 
the  Secretary-Treasurer,  a  vote  to  set  dues  for  the  next  club  year  and  a  report  on  the 
new  Collective  Volume  Number  Five.  Dennis  Hengeveld  will  be  presented  with  his 
2009  Ahwash  Award  plaque  for  his  article  "Collecting  Seated  Half  Dollars  by  Date"  that 
appeared  in  Issue  #1 05  of  the  journal.  In  addition,  this  year  the  club  will  be  awarding 
the  James  B.  Pryor  Numismatic  Research  Award  for  the  best  research  article  to  appear 
in  Issues  #76  to  #1 00  of  the  journal.  Randy  Wiley  will  be  presented  with  this  Award 
plaque  for  his  article  "Die  Marriages  of  1861-0  Half  Dollars"  that  appeared  in  Issue 
#94  of  the  journal.  You  will  not  want  to  miss  this  important  event! 

Other  club  business  will  also  be  discussed.  There  will  be  a  report  on  the  survey  to 
identify  the  Ten  Greatest  Seated  Dimes  that  was  conducted  during  May  2010  and  a 
preliminary  report  will  be  given  on  the  club  project  to  create  a  Top  25  Seated  Quarter 
Varieties  list  as  a  new  collecting  objective  for  that  series.  Those  in  attendance  will  be 
given  an  opportunity  to  respond  to  a  numismatic  question  that  will  provide  important 
information  on  Seated  coinage.  The  responses  gathered  from  this  exercise  will  be  pub- 
lished in  the  November  201 0  issue  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal.  Copies  of  the  new  Collective 
Volume  Number  Five  will  be  available  for  inspection  and  purchase.  The  meeting  will 
close  with  a  club  auction  of  several  important  numismatic  items.  Please  try  to  attend. 


The  Editor 

r  ^ 

HALF  DIMES 

1839  1839/1839,  No  Drapery,  MS63,  V-2   $550 

1840  With  Drapery,  MS61   600 

1843        ACG  MS61 ,  shattered  reverse  die   235 

1858        Over  Inverted  Date,  EF45,  blue  toning   250 

1 860        ACG  Proof-62    475 

1 860        1 860/1 860,  MS64,  white   475 

1863  1863/1863,  ACG  MS60,  possibly  cleaned   700 

1864  ACGProof-63    900 

1864        Open  D,  MS64   2100 

1 865-S     Triple  1 8,  V-4,  AU55   750 

1867        VF35    850 


Ten  Day  Return  Privilege  on  all  sales. 

Ron  Hunderfund  •  LSCC  #797 

Carefree  Coins  •  P.O.  Box  4284  •  Prescott,  Arizona  86302 
Telephone:  (928)  443-5068 

V   ^ 
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HALF  DIMES 

1869-S    Obverse  doubling,  V-4,  AU58   $375 

1 872-S    Broad  struck  rim,  S  below  wreath,  MS64   550 

DIMES 

1 837      No  Stars,  Small  Date,  EF40   $500 

1 838-  0    0/0  mintmark,  Greer  1 01 ,  F-1 5   1 75 

1839-  0    Large  0,  shattered  reverse,  AU50    550 

1 840-  O    Small  o,  Greer  1 03,  AU50   1 200 

1842-0    EF45    450 

1 845      1 845/1 845,  AU50,  amber  toning   400 

1845-0    EF45,  weak  strike   1200 

1849      MS63,  proof  like  fields   1100 

1 850-  O    AU58,  Large  0,  clashed  dies   1 300 

1851-  0    EF45   300 

1859-  0    AU55   350 

1860-  S    MS61,  tough  date   3700 

1862-S    AU55   2700 

1864      Proof-63   1100 

1866-  S    AU58   2500 

1867-  S    EF45    700 

1870      Proof-64   1100 

1870       MS62   350 

1 872-S    EF45   325 

1873      1873/1873,  No  Arrows,  Closed  3,  EF45   900 

1875      MS64,  Open5   400 

1876-00  MS64,  struck  from  rusted  dies   900 

1879      Proof-64    950 

1882      Proof-63    700 

1 882  MS65,  white,  full  strike   900 

1883  MS63,  full  strike   300 

1884-S    AU55   350 

1885  Proof-65,  beautiful   1350 

1886  Proof-64,  possible  clashed  reverse   1000 

1887  MS64,  toned   500 

1887-S    S/S  mintmark,  AU50   125 

1891       MS64   475 

1891-S    S/S  mintmark,  MS63   350 


Ten  Day  Return  Privilege  on  all  sales. 
Ron  Hunderfund  •  LSCC  #797 

Carefree  Coins  •  P.O.  Box  4284  •  Prescott,  Arizona  86302 
Telephone:  (928)  443-5068 
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Diagnostic  Notes  on  the  1874  Large  Arrows  over 

Small  Arrows  Half  Dollar 

by 

Dennis  Fortier 

On  April  1 , 1 873  the  mint  began  placing  arrows  on  both  sides  of  the  date  on  silver 
half  dollars  to  indicate  a  slight  increase  in  weight  for  this  denomination.  The  introduc- 
tion of  these  arrows  makes  for  interesting  variety  collecting  with  No  Arrows  and  both 
Large  Arrows  and  Small  Arrows  varieties  known  for  this  date.  In  1874  arrows  were 
punched  into  all  of  the  obverse  dies  with  the  same  Large  Arrows  and  Small  Arrows 
punches  from  the  previous  year.  However,  on  one  die  of  1874  Large  Arrows  were 
punched  over  Small  Arrows  creating  a  unique  variety  in  the  Seated  half  dollar  series. 
This  1874  Large  Arrows  over  Small  Arrows  variety  is  identified  as  WB-103  by  Wiley 
and  Bugert  in  The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Haif  Dollars  that  was  published 
in  1993.  They  indicate  that  the  WB-103  variety  was  struck  from  a  single  head  die 
and  that  it  is  the  rarest  of  the  three  varieties  they  list  for  this  year.  This  obverse  die  is 
known  to  have  been  married  only  to  a  single  reverse  die. 

There  is  currently  no  detailed  diagnostic  study  of  the  1 874  Large  Arrows  over  Small 
Arrows  half  dollar.  While  the  large  arrows  over  small  arrows  feature  is  sufficient  to 
identify  this  variety,  there  are  a  number  of  other  diagnostic  features  that  will  confirm 
that  an  individual  coin  was  struck  from  the  known  die  pair  for  this  variety.  I  became 
interested  in  this  variety  four  years  ago  when  I  found  a  very  nice  AU-55  example  at 


1874  Large  Arrows  over  Small  Arrows  Half  Dollar 
Doubled  Left  Arrow  and  Recut  18  in  Date 
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a  local  coin  show.  I  looked  at  it  for  some  time  but  walked  away  because  the  price 
was  more  than  I  had  ever  paid  for  a  coin  at  that  time.  When  I  came  back  to  look  at  it 
a  second  time,  the  dealer  must  have  known  that  he  had  made  a  sale.  I  have  studied 
this  piece  extensively  since  purchasing  it  and  would  like  to  describe  a  number  of 
diagnostic  features  that  I  have  identified  on  its  surfaces. 

Obverse  Die  Characteristics 

The  remains  of  the  smaller  arrows  were  not  completely  covered  by  the  later 
punching  of  the  larger  arrows.  The  smaller  arrow  tips  can  be  seen  near  the  shaft  of 
both  larger  arrows.  This  feature  indicates  that  the  larger  arrow  punch  was  not  lined 
up  properly  to  obliterate  the  tips  of  the  smaller  arrows.  There  is  an  elongated  point 
at  the  end  of  each  of  the  smaller  arrows  that  extends  well  beyond  the  normal  end  of 
the  arrow  and  fades  out  rather  than  coming  to  an  abrupt  end.  After  discussing  this 
feature  with  Bill  Bugert,  he  speculated  that  the  small  arrows  may  have  been  punched 
unevenly  leaving  a  ragged  end  instead  of  a  defined  point. 

In  addition  to  the  identifying  features  just  described  in  the  arrows,  I  have  found 
that  the  1 ,  8  and  4  in  the  date  are  recut.  The  1  is  triple  punched  with  a  recut  right 
serif  and  slightly  higher  on  the  left  side  a  serif  tine  protrudes  from  the  left  side  of  the 
lower  upright  portion  of  the  digit.  The  8  is  recut  inside  the  bottom  loop  at  5  o'clock. 
The  4  is  recut  below  the  crossbar  on  the  left  side  of  the  upright. 


1874  Large  Arrows  over  Small  Arrows  Half  Dollar 
Doubled  Right  Arrow  and  Recut  4  in  Date 
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There  are  also  a  number  of  minor  features  on  this  die  that  can  be  seen  on  high 
grade  examples  of  this  variety.  The  1''  through  the  4'^  stars  and  the  11'^  through  the 
13'^  stars  are  recut.  There  are  die  chips  next  to  the  5'^  and  7'^  stars,  each  chip  next 
to  the  point  that  is  closest  to  the  denticles.  There  are  two  die  chips  next  to  Liberty's 
left  breast  and  a  die  lump  on  her  neck  near  her  hair  as  shown  in  the  picture.  Finally, 
there  is  a  die  line  in  the  rock  under  Liberty's  foot. 


Die  Chips  Near  Liberty's  Breast  and  Lump  on  Her  Neck 


Die  Line  in  Rock  Under  Liberty's  Foot 
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Reverse  Die  Characteristics 

The  reverse  contains  a  number  of  die  markers  that  can  be  used  to  identify  this 
variety.  There  is  a  die  line  protruding  from  the  left  upright  of  the  N  in  the  motto  IN 
GOD  WE  TRUST  There  is  also  a  die  line  near  the  bottom  of  the  scroll  to  the  left  of  the 
motto  as  shown  in  the  picture.  There  are  also  a  number  of  thin  die  lines  in  the  shield 
and  eagle  as  shown  in  the  picture.  The  strongest  of  these  would  be  the  line  that  runs 
through  the  top  edge  of  the  shield  and  into  the  eagle's  neck.  There  is  also  a  thick  die 
line  just  below  the  denticles  over  the  R  in  AMERICA  as  shown  in  the  picture. 

Several  letters  in  the  legend  are  also  recut.  The  second  S  in  STATES  is  recut  at 
the  inside  upper  curve  and  the  inside  upper  portion  of  the  lower  curve.  The  R  in 
AMERICA  has  a  recut  serif  at  the  bottom  of  its  right  leg.  The  second  A  in  AMERICA 
is  recut  at  its  left  lower  leg  and  inside  its  upper  right  leg  above  the  crossbar.  The  O 
in  DOL  is  recut  at  its  lower  left  side  and  its  bottom  is  thin. 


Die  Line  in  Scroll  and  N  in  Motto 


Die  Line  from  Shield  to  Neck 
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There  are  several  thin  early  state  die  cracks  on  the  reverse  of  this  variety.  There 
is  a  die  crack  that  begins  at  the  E  in  AMERICA  and  runs  through  the  letters  ERICA 
to  the  1  ^'  arrow  tip,  another  runs  down  from  the  bottom  of  the  1  ^'  arrow  into  the  field 
toward  the  2"^  arrow,  and  another  from  the  bottom  of  the  2"^^  arrow  to  the  top  of  the 
3'^  arrow.  Finally,  there  is  a  large  rust  chip  below  the  feathers  of  the  upper  arrow  shaft 
that  should  show  up  on  some  lower  grade  coins. 

The  1874  Large  Arrows  over  Small  Arrows  variety  was  discovered  shortly  before 
the  Wiley-Bugert  Guide  was  published  in  1 993.  Their  publication  made  many  Liberty 
Seated  collectors  and  dealers  aware  of  this  interesting  variety  and  many  of  them 
have  actively  searched  for  it.  Liberty  Seated  dealer  Dick  Osburn  told  me  that  he  has 
handled  maybe  a  dozen  examples  of  this  variety  during  the  past  5  to  7  years  and  that 
they  show  up  in  a  wide  range  of  grades  with  a  couple  of  mint  state  examples  currently 
known.  Wiley-Bugert  gave  a  tentative  rarity  rating  of  R4-  for  the  variety  and  Osburn 
confirms  that  a  rating  of  R4  overall  is  about  right  for  it  with  an  estimated  population 
of  less  than  200  pieces.  Dealers  generally  see  many  more  coins  than  the  average 
collector  so  a  rarity  estimate  based  upon  extended  experience  within  the  coin  market 
provides  valuable  information  on  the  estimated  rarity  of  this  variety. 

There  is  increased  demand  from  type  collectors  for  the  1 874  half  dollar  due  to  the 
addition  of  arrows  on  both  sides  of  the  date.  The  Large  Arrows  over  Small  Arrows 
repunching  adds  an  additional  premium  to  examples  of  this  variety  because  of  its 
interesting  one  of  a  kind  features.  This  example  shows  that  it  pays  to  take  a  closer 
look  at  even  the  common  date  coins  that  you  encounter,  for  even  a  small  local  show 
will  yield  a  good  find  every  once  in  a  while. 

I  would  like  to  thank  Bill  Bugert  for  providing  the  photographs  of  my  1874  Large 
Arrows  over  Small  Arrows  half  dollar  that  were  presented  with  this  article  and  for  his 
help  in  developing  the  content  of  the  article.  I  would  also  like  to  thank  Dick  Osburn 
for  providing  an  updated  estimate  of  rarity  for  this  interesting  variety. 

References 
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Die  Line  over  R  and  Die  Crack  through  ERICA 


20 


Some  Interesting  Liberty  Seated  Coins 


HALF  DIMES 

1 872  Doubled  die  obverse.  Nice  VF  with  very  strong  doubling.  ...  $95 
DIMES 

1 837     ANACS  AU50.  Lustrous  with  great  peripheral  original  toning 
on  the  obverse  and  reverse.  A  splendid  example  of  the  No 
Stars  type.  Large  Date  variety  that  looks  fully  Uncirculated. 
Some  huge  obverse  die  cracks  at  K2,  K4  and  K7  that  add 


character!  Super  eye  appeal   $625 

1 850-O  VG1 0  with  full  LIBERTY.  Reverse  rotated  45  degrees 

clockwise,  very  scarce   95 

1 856     Large  Date  with  an  estimated  mintage  of  only  70,000  pieces. 

Lot  of  three  coins  in  grades  of  Good,  VF20  and  VF35.  All  three. . .  89 

1869-S  Original  Fine   49 

1871     Original  Fine   29 

1871-S  Newly  holdered  PGGS  VF25.  Fully  original,  rare  this  nice.  ..  229 

1 874-S  Micro  s.  Original  and  super  nice  F-1 2   1 39 

1 874-  S  Micro  s.  Another  as  above  but  only  AG   49 

1890     AU  and  fully  original   49 

QUARTERS 

1 853-0  Arrows  &  Rays,  SEGS  G6.  Filled  0  mintmark,  very  scarce ...  $119 
1 861     ANACS  Proof-61 .  A  terrific  coin  with  a  Civil  War  pedigree! 
An  original  mintage  of  1000  pieces  but  600  were  melted. 
A  very  superior  coin  that  looks  to  be  a  full  Proof-63.  Super 

nice  and  deeply  mirrored  steel  gray  surfaces   899 

1 863     PCGS  G6.  Looks  to  be  a  full  Fine!  Nice  original  surfaces.  ...  1 29 

1 875-  S  A  tough  date.  PCGS  VF30  that  looks  XF  Fully  original   219 


SPECAL  OFFER  - 1  will  take  the  first  offer  of  $2500  for  all  of  the  coins  listed  above.  This  is  more  than  a 
10%  discount  on  the  listed  prices, 

Photographs  and  verbal  descriptions  for  any  of  the  listed  pieces  can  be  obtained  at 
our  e-mail  address:  RFCOINS@BELLSOUTH,NET 
We  only  accept  bank  or  personal  checks  and  money  orders. 
Please  add  $4,00  postage  to  orders  of  $500  or  less,  $7.00  on  orders  over  $500, 
All  coins  guaranteed  genuine  and  as  described.  They  come  with  a  full  3  day  return  privilege  from  day  of 
receipt  as  long  as  they  are  in  their  original  holders  as  shipped.  Hope  you  see  something  you  like. 

Ron  Feuer  Rare  Coins  and  Currency  •  LSCC  #775 

Celebrating  25  Years  of  Club  Memoership 
Ron  Feuer  •  9107  Mitchell  Glen  Dr.  •  Charlotte,  North  Carolina  28277 
\^  Telephone:  (704)  540-5641  
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A  New  1876-CC  Dime  with  a  Repunched  l\/lintmark 

by 

Harry  E.  Smith 


I  was  recently  offered  an  1876-CC  dime  in  an  XF  to  AU  grade  that  still  had  some 
remaining  luster.  The  piece  had  been  lightly  cleaned  and  the  seller  described  it  as 
being  doubled.  I  did  find  some  doubling  on  the  reverse  lettering  but  a  closer  exami- 
nation revealed  that  this  coin  was  struck  from  unlisted  obverse  and  reverse  dies  for 
this  date.  Specifically,  the  reverse  had  a  Carson  City  mintmark  showing  the  remains 
of  an  earlier  punched  c  along  the  edges  of  the  right  c. 

Obverse  Description 

The  date  is  level,  0.4mm  below  the  base  of  the  rock.  The  left  edge  of  the  1  in 
the  date  is  below  shield  line  7,  directly  below  the  point  of  the  shield.  The  left  edge 
of  the  base  of  the  1  is  over  the  right  edge  of  a  denticle.  The  right  edge  of  the  base 
of  the  1  is  over  the  center  of  a  denticle.  The  inner  loops  of  the  8  are  centered  over 
a  denticle.  The  base  of  the  7  is  centered  over  a  denticle.  The  inner  loop  of  the  6  is 
centered  over  a  denticle.  The  date  has  a  small  knob  6  with  a  wide  gap  between  the 
knob  and  the  lower  loop  of  the  digit. 


1876-CC  Dime,  Top  of  O  in  OF  Completely  Missing 
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The  left  side  of  the  diagonal  of  the  N  and  the  left  side  of  the  uprights  of  the  I  and 
T  in  UNITED  are  recut.  The  upper  arc  of  the  first  S  in  STATES  is  very  thin  and  barely 
connected  to  its  upper  serif.  The  left  sides  of  both  Ts  in  STATES  are  recut  with  the 
right  serif  of  the  second  T  disconnected  from  its  upright.  The  top  of  the  O  in  OF  is 
completely  missing.  This  is  the  most  obvious  diagnostic  of  this  die. 

A  die  scratch  connects  shield  lines  9  and  1 0  half  way  up  from  the  bottom.  Another 
die  scratch  runs  from  the  outer  right  edge  of  the  shield  to  the  gown  just  below  the 
ribbon  banner.  Die  rust  shows  on  the  neck  and  chest  of  Miss  Liberty  and  is  very 
prominent  in  her  gown  folds  above  the  shield. 


1876-CC  Dime,  Weak  S  and  Broken  T  in  STATES 


Date  on  1876-CC  Dime  with  Repunched  Mintmark 
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Reverse  Description 

This  coin  has  a  Type  1  reverse  with  a  split  left  ribbon  tip.  It  has  a  Small  cc  mintmark 
with  the  nght  c  slightly  higher  and  tilted  to  the  right.  The  right  c  is  closer  to  the  right 
nbbon  than  the  left  c  is  to  the  left  ribbon  and  the  mintmark  is  a  little  closer  to  the 
denticles  below  than  it  is  to  the  bow  knot  above.  The  right  c  is  repunched,  with  the 
second  c  higher  and  tilted  slightly  to  the  left.  The  second  c  shows  above  the  first  on 
the  outside  upper  left,  appearing  as  a  hornlike  protrusion.  The  upper  curve  of  the 
second  c  is  barely  visible,  with  the  upper  serif  showing  above  and  to  the  right  of  the 
first  serif.  The  lower  part  of  the  second  c  shows  along  the  inner  curve  of  the  first  c, 
also  appearing  as  a  hornlike  protrusion,  with  the  lower  curve  even  fainter  than  the 
upper  one. 


1876-CC  Dime  with  Right  C  in  Mintmark  Repunched 


Doubling  is  visible  along  the  edges  of  many  of  the  letters  in  ONE  DIME.  The  inner 
left  upright  of  the  O  in  ONE  is  recut,  while  the  E  in  ONE  is  doubled,  most  notably  at 
the  base  of  the  lower  left  serif.  The  inner  upright  of  the  D  in  DIME  is  recut,  along  with 
both  of  the  upper  and  lower  serifs.  An  extra  spur  extends  left  from  the  upper  left  serif 
of  the  I  in  DIME.  There  is  also  minor  recutting  inside  the  E  in  DIME. 

Light  die  rust  connects  the  E  in  ONE  to  the  wreath.  Die  rust  and  light  die  scratches 
can  be  found  along  the  inner  edges  of  the  wreath,  most  notably  to  the  left  and  below 
the  D  in  DIME.  There  are  many  die  scratches  between  the  left  ribbon  and  the  wreath. 
A  light  die  scratch  connects  the  corn  tassel  to  the  leaf. 
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1876-CC  Dime,  Die  Scratches  Along  Edges  of  Wreath 


Gerry  Fortin  has  noted  on  his  website  that  there  are  probably  a  number  of  unre- 
ported varieties  for  the  1876-CC  dime.  This  find  shows  that  with  a  discerning  eye  a 
collector  can  add  to  the  list  of  known  varieties  for  this  date.  I  would  like  to  give  special 
thanks  to  Bill  Bugert  for  the  photographs  of  my  1876-CC  dime  that  have  appeared 
with  this  article  and  to  Rich  Uhrich  for  coordinating  this  work. 
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QUARTERS 

1 839       No  Drapery,  SEGS  AU58   $1 1 00 

1842-0    Large  Date,  Small  o,  AU55   750 

1 842-0    Large  Date,  ACQ  MS60,  dark  blue  toning   2000 

1845  5/5,AU55   600 

1846  6/6,AU58   900 

1 847  AU50,  doubled  die  reverse   575 

1857  MS64,  white   1200 

1 857-S    AU50,  struck  from  rusted  dies   1 200 

1858  MS64,  white   1000 

1860-O    AU55    550 

1861       AU58,  prooflike   350 

1861       MS63,  white   950 

1862-S    VF30    700 

1866       Proof-62   1100 

1868  Proof-64   1400 

1869  Proof-64   1400 

1869-S     EF45    1300 

1871       Proof-65   2300 

1871       ACQ  Proof-62    1000 

1875       MS64   750 

1877       Proof-64   1400 

1877-CC  MS64,  white   1800 

1880       Proof-63   900 

1880  Proof-64   1200 

1881  Proof-64,  toned   1200 

1882  Proof-64   1200 

1888-S     MS63   1000 

1889       Proof-64   1200 

1891       MS63,  clashed  dies   700 

Ten  Day  Return  Privilege  on  all  sales. 

Ron  Hunderfund  •  LSCC  #797 

Carefree  Coins  •  P.O.  Box  4284  •  Prescott,  Arizona  86302 
Telephone:  (928)  443-5068 

I  .  ^ 
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A  Register  of  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollar  Varieties 

Volume  II 
Carson  City  Branch  Mint 

A  new  book  on  the  die  varieties  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  from  the  Carson 
City  Branch  Mint  is  now  available.  The  book  was  written  by  Bill  Bugert  and  includes 
special  edits  by  Randy  Wiley,  the  well-known  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  expert. 


A  KECISTEK  OF 
LIBERTY  SEATED 
HAIT  DOLLAR  VAKIETILS 


With  spec  ial  edits  by,  consultations  \\ith, 
And  featuring  the  CC  Collection  of  Randy  Wiley 


Some  information  about  the  book  is  given  below: 

1 .  The  text  features  the  Carson  City  half  dollar  collection  of  Randy  Wiley. 

2.  The  book  gives  details  for  all  96  known  die  marriages  of  Carson  City  Branch 
Mint  half  dollars  including  narratives,  photo  diagnostics,  rarity  ratings  and  other 
background  information. 

3.  The  text  includes  over  900  close  up  and  full  coin  photographs. 

4.  The  book  contains  220  pages  in  an  8.5  x  11  inch  format. 

5.  The  text  is  printed  on  high  quality  100#  anthem  gloss  paper. 

6.  The  book  is  available  in  3-hole  punched  format,  ready  for  your  binder,  or  in  plastic 
comb  binding  format.  Please  specify  format  when  purchase  is  made. 

7.  The  book  is  priced  at  $50  postpaid  for  U.S.  delivery. 

8.  Available  directly  from  the  author  at: 

Bill  Bugert  •  1230  Red  Rock  Road  •  Gettysburg,  PA  17325-6927 

Telephone:  (717)  337-0229 
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Collecting  Seated  Quarters  by  Date 

by 

Dennis  Hengeveld 

Liberty  Seated  quarters  were  used  extensively  in  commercial  transactions  by  US 
citizens  during  the  latter  half  of  the  19'^  century.  These  coins  were  struck  continu- 
ously at  the  Philadelphia  mint  from  1 838  to  1 891  and  at  one  or  more  of  the  branch 
mints  at  New  Orleans,  San  Francisco  and  Carson  City  during  most  of  these  years. 
Unfortunately,  it  is  very  difficult  to  complete  a  full  set  of  Seated  quarters  by  date  and 
mint  because  of  such  rarities  as  the  1 849-0, 1 870-CC,  1 871  -CC,  1 873-CC  No  Arrows 
and  1 873-CC  With  Arrows  quarters.  Examples  of  these  dates  are  very  seldom  seen 
except  at  major  auctions  while  the  1 873-CC  No  Arrows  quarter  appears  only  once 
every  few  years  and  would  be  beyond  the  financial  means  of  all  but  a  few  wealthy 
collectors.  I  would  therefore  like  to  propose  an  alternative  method  of  collecting  Seated 
quarters  by  building  a  set  of  54  coins,  a  specialized  set  consisting  of  one  coin  of 
each  date  from  1 838  to  1 891 . 

All  of  the  Philadelphia  quarters  from  1838  to  1891  are  available  for  purchase  but 
some  dates  in  the  1 860s  and  1 880s  are  scarce  to  rare  and  will  require  some  searching. 
I  therefore  believe  that  this  is  the  most  difficult  of  the  Seated  series  to  complete  by 
date  only  but  it  is  still  a  reasonable  collecting  goal  for  the  series.  Mint  state  examples 
are  generally  available  for  the  later  dates  but  they  are  very  scarce  for  the  earlier  years 
and  virtually  unknown  for  many  of  the  early  branch  mint  issues.  While  a  date  set 
could  be  completed  using  only  Philadelphia  coins,  this  series  contains  a  number  of 
branch  mint  issues  that  do  not  command  much  of  a  premium  over  the  Philadelphia 
coins  of  the  same  date.  This  article  will  therefore  focus  on  these  branch  mint  issues 
which  I  believe  would  add  some  diversity  to  a  date  set  of  Seated  quarters. 


1841-0  Quarter  from  the  Early  Years  of  the  New  Orleans  Branch  Mint 
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Seated  quarters  were  struck  only  at  the  Philadelphia  mint  in  1 838  and  1 839.  All  of 
these  coins  were  struck  from  No  Drapery  obverses  and  they  are  common  in  grades  up 
to  EF-40.  Examples  become  scarce  in  the  higher  grades  and  such  pieces  command 
a  nice  premium.  Drapery  was  added  to  Liberty's  elbow  in  1840  and  all  Philadelphia 
mint  coins  of  this  date  were  struck  from  dies  with  this  new  design.  The  New  Orleans 
mint  struck  quarters  for  the  first  time  in  1840  but  new  With  Drapery  dies  had  not  yet 
been  received  when  production  began.  This  branch  mint  therefore  began  striking 
quarters  with  old  No  Drapery  dies  and  then  switched  to  new  With  Drapery  dies  later 
in  the  year.  This  created  two  separate  varieties  for  the  1840-O  quarter,  No  Drapery 
and  With  Drapery  types.  The  1840-O  No  Drapery  quarter  would  make  a  nice  alter- 
native coin  for  this  year  as  the  only  No  Drapery  quarter  struck  at  the  New  Orleans 
branch  mint.  It  commands  only  a  small  premium  over  the  With  Drapery  types  from 
the  Philadelphia  and  New  Orleans  mints. 

Seated  quarters  were  struck  at  both  the  Philadelphia  and  New  Orleans  mints  from 
1 841  to  1 844.  Mintages  were  actually  higher  at  the  branch  mint  for  these  four  years. 
Price  listings  show  that  1841-0  and  1842-0  Large  Date  quarters  are  actually  less 
expensive  than  Philadelphia  quarters  for  these  years.  This  makes  the  1841-0  and 
1842-0  Large  Date  quarters  good  candidates  for  date  sets.  In  spite  of  their  higher 
mintages,  1843-0  and  1844-0  quarters  are  actually  more  expensive  than  the  Phila- 
delphia issues  for  these  years. 

Quarters  dated  1845,  1846  and  1848  were  struck  only  at  the  Philadelphia  mint. 
The  1845  and  1846  quarters  are  relatively  common  and  affordable  in  all  circulated 
grades  while  the  1 848  quarter  is  scarce  but  available  with  some  searching.  Quarters 
were  struck  at  the  Philadelphia  and  New  Orleans  mints  in  1847  and  in  every  year 
from  1849  to  1860.  The  1847-0,  1849-0,  1851-0  and  1852-0  quarters  are  rare  and 
command  significant  premiums  over  Philadelphia  coins  of  these  years  and  would 
not  be  good  candidates  for  a  date  set.  However,  1850-O,  1854-0  and  1860-O  quar- 
ters command  a  much  smaller  premium  over  Philadelphia  coins  for  this  period  and 
would  be  good  alternatives  for  the  addition  of  New  Orleans  coins  to  the  date  set. 
The  1854-0  quarter  would  make  a  nice  addition  to  the  set  as  a  With  Arrows  issue 
from  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint  that  commands  only  a  small  premium  in  most 
circulated  grades. 

The  San  Francisco  branch  mint  began  producing  quarters  in  1855  giving  the  date 
collector  three  choices  for  a  six  year  period  ending  in  1 860.  However  all  of  the  early 
San  Francisco  quarters  are  scarce  to  rare,  especially  in  the  higher  grades,  making 
them  poor  alternatives  for  a  date  set.  But  as  a  special  addition  to  the  set,  a  collector 
might  wish  to  include  an  1855-S  quarter.  This  was  the  first  San  Francisco  quarter 
and  396,400  pieces  were  struck,  the  highest  San  Francisco  quarter  mintage  during 
this  period.  Examples  command  a  significant  premium  over  Philadelphia  coins  but 
such  a  piece  would  add  historical  significance  to  the  set. 

The  years  during  and  immediately  following  the  Civil  War  will  represent  a  signifi- 
cant challenge  for  the  date  collector.  With  the  closing  of  the  New  Orleans  mint  in 
1860,  the  date  collector  can  choose  between  Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco  mint 
coins  for  the  years  from  1861  to  1869,  except  for  1863  when  quarters  were  struck 
only  at  the  Philadelphia  mint.  The  date  collector  will  find  that  Philadelphia  coins  are 
the  best  option  for  the  years  from  1 861  to  1 864  with  the  1 861  -S,  1 862-S  and  1 864- 
S  quarters  being  very  rare  and  difficult  to  obtain  in  any  grade.  Unfortunately,  both 
Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco  mint  coins  are  rarely  available  for  the  years  from 
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1865  to  1869.  It  is  therefore  a  matter  of  finding  a  suitable  example  from  either  mint 
to  fill  out  the  set  for  these  difficult  years. 

A  design  change  was  made  to  the  reverse  of  the  quarter  in  1866  when  the  motto 
IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  was  placed  on  a  scroll  above  the  eagle.  This  revision  was 
made  to  project  the  country's  faith  in  God  during  the  difficult  years  of  the  Civil  War. 
This  scroll  and  motto  appeared  on  all  Seated  quarters  from  1866  to  the  end  of  the 
series  in  1891 . 

The  Carson  City  mint  opened  in  1870  and  the  new  mint  produced  only  8340 
quarters  during  its  first  year  of  operation.  This  low  mintage  created  a  classic  rarity 
for  collectors  and  mint  state  specimens  are  virtually  unknown.  Quarter  mintages  re- 
mained very  low  for  several  more  years  at  the  Carson  City  mint,  creating  a  few  more 
branch  mint  rarities.  With  continuing  low  mintages  at  the  San  Francisco  mint,  the 
best  option  for  the  date  collector  would  be  Philadelphia  mint  coins  for  the  years  from 
1870  to  1872.  Philadelphia  quarters  are  scarce  for  these  years  but  nice  examples 
can  be  acquired  with  some  searching. 

The  weight  of  the  quarter  was  changed  slightly  in  1873  resulting  in  the  addition 
of  arrows  on  either  side  of  the  date  during  this  year.  The  date  collector  therefore 
has  several  options  for  this  year  with  1873  No  Arrows  and  1873  With  Arrows  coins 
being  relatively  easy  to  obtain.  The  1873-S  quarter  also  commands  only  a  modest 
premium  and  is  much  more  available  than  earlier  issues  from  the  San  Francisco 
mint.  The  1 874  and  1 874-S  quarters  are  priced  similarly  so  that  this  year  provides  a 
good  opportunity  to  add  a  With  Arrows  iDranch  mint  coin  to  the  date  set.  Mint  state 
examples  of  the  1 874-S  quarter  are  scarce  but  available. 

The  date  collector  has  three  options  for  the  four  years  from  1875  to  1878  with 
quarters  produced  in  Philadelphia,  San  Francisco  and  Carson  City  during  these  years. 
Only  the  1875-CC  and  1878-S  quarters  command  a  premium  so  that  these  years 
offer  a  nice  opportunity  to  add  some  branch  mint  coins  to  a  date  set.  The  1 876-CC, 
1 877-CC  and  1 878-CC  quarters  offer  the  best  opportunity  to  add  high  grade  Carson 
City  coins  to  the  set.  The  1 878-CC  quarter  is  also  a  significant  issue  as  the  last  quarter 


1 874-S  Quarter  With  Arrows  from  the  San  Francisco  Branch  Mint 
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struck  at  the  Carson  City  branch  mint.  The  1 876-S  and  1 877-S  quarters  also  provide 
a  good  opportunity  to  add  high  grade  San  Francisco  coins  to  the  date  set. 

The  period  from  1879  to  1889  represents  a  decade  of  very  low  mintage  rarities 
from  the  Philadelphia  mint.  Coins  from  these  years  are  very  rare  and  most  often 
seen  in  grades  approaching  mint  state.  These  pieces  saw  very  little  circulation  so 
that  they  are  almost  never  available  in  the  lower  circulated  grades.  The  only  branch 
mint  issue  from  this  period  is  the  1 888-S  quarter  with  a  mintage  of  1 ,21 6,000  pieces. 
It  is  a  relatively  common  date  and  examples  are  cheaper  and  more  available  than 
1888  Philadelphia  quarters.  The  1 888-S  quarter  makes  a  nice  addition  to  a  date  set 
as  the  only  branch  mint  quarter  from  the  1880s.  Quarters  were  struck  only  at  the 
Philadelphia  mint  in  1890  but  production  increased  significantly  to  80,000  business 
strikes.  Examples  are  more  readily  available  than  those  from  the  previous  decade. 
For  the  final  year  of  1 891  Seated  quarter  production  increased  to  3,920,000  business 
strikes  at  the  Philadelphia  mint  and  to  2,216,000  pieces  at  the  San  Francisco  mint. 
Both  of  these  issues  are  readily  available  and  very  affordable  in  grades  up  to  mint 
state.  This  year  also  saw  the  first  quarter  production  at  the  New  Orleans  mint  since 
before  the  Civil  War.  The  1891-0  quarter  is  an  important  coin  in  the  Seated  quarter 
series  but  it  had  a  mintage  of  only  6800  pieces  and  commands  a  strong  premium 
over  coins  from  the  other  two  mints. 

Although  the  Seated  quarter  series  covers  a  period  of  54  years  and  has  many 
scarce  and  hard  to  find  dates,  it  is  a  series  that  a  collector  can  reasonably  expect  to 
complete  as  a  date  set.  I  would  recommend  that  a  collector  take  his  time  building 
such  a  large  19'^  century  set  and  pick  out  coins  that  he  really  likes.  I  believe  that 
strike,  color  and  luster  need  to  be  seen  to  judge  whether  a  coin  should  be  added 
to  a  collection.  I  would  suggest  that  a  collector  pass  on  any  coin  that  he  would  not 
be  perfectly  happy  to  have  in  the  set  when  it  is  completed.  I  believe  that  if  the  right 
choices  are  made,  collecting  Seated  coinage  by  date  only  can  be  a  very  rewarding 
experience  and  that  a  complete  date  set  in  this  series  represents  a  major  collecting 
accomplishment. 


1878-CC  Quarter  from  the  Carson  City  Branch  Mint 
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Misaligned  Seated  Errors  Are  Rare  Finds 

by 

Harry  E.  Smith 

While  searching  coinage  listings  on  eBay  in  2009  I  came  across  an  1863  Seated 
half  dollar  that  was  listed  by  the  seller  in  Germany  as  being  off  center.  After  examin- 
ing the  scanned  images  of  the  coin,  I  discovered  that  the  obverse  was  indeed  off 
center  to  the  left  but  that  the  reverse  had  a  completely  centered  image  with  full  detail. 
I  also  noted  that  the  coin  had  fully  reeded  edges  indicating  that  it  was  struck  within 
its  collar.  With  the  information  I  received  from  these  images,  I  recognized  the  coin 
as  a  misaligned  die  strike  where  the  obverse  die  was  not  properly  aligned  on  center 
with  the  reverse  die.  I  was  able  to  negotiate  a  price  for  the  coin  and  purchased  this 
very  rare  and  unusual  piece  from  the  seller. 

The  coin  appears  to  have  been  carried  around  for  many  years  while  it  was  being 
worn  down  to  an  original  piece  with  Very  Good  details.  The  first  four  stars  on  the 
obverse  were  struck  very  close  to  the  edge  and  have  been  worn  away.  The  letters  in 
UNITED  on  the  reverse  are  opposite  an  area  that  was  not  fully  struck  and  are  therefore 
weak  or  missing  due  to  insufficient  pressure  on  the  planchet.  There  is  a  high  ridge  of 
raised  metal  on  the  right  side  of  the  obverse  that  extended  out  beyond  the  die  that 
was  set  too  far  to  the  left.  Normal  rim  depth  for  worn  Seated  half  dollars  is  1 .6  mm. 
The  ridge  is  an  amazing  2.2  mm  in  height  and  is  completely  reeded  top  to  bottom. 
The  off  centered  left  side  is  the  requisite  1 .6  mm  high  and  is  also  completely  reeded. 
Philadelphia  mint  half  dollars  from  this  era  are  1 .2  to  1 .4  mm  wide  from  the  planchet 
edge  to  the  tips  of  the  denticles.  The  obverse  die  on  this  coin  was  so  misaligned 
that  the  rim  on  the  right  side  is  3.1  mm  wide. 


1863  Half  Dollar  Struck  from  Misaligned  Dies 
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Misaligned  die  errors  are  rarely  seen  dated  after  1 828,  the  year  in  which  the  close 
collar  was  introduced.  In  my  25  years  of  collecting  error  type  coins,  I  can  recall  see- 
ing only  a  very  few  dates  of  any  denomination  with  such  a  degree  of  misalignment. 
Errors  of  this  kind  are  known  for  the  1 858  quarter,  the  1 91 2-D  nickel  and  the  1 91 4-D 
quarter.  As  production  numbers  increased  and  quality  control  lessened  in  the  1 940s, 
misaligned  die  errors  became  a  little  more  commonly  seen. 

Seated  half  dollar  errors  of  any  kind  are  very  rare.  It  is  a  mystery  to  me  how  this 
piece  escaped  the  quality  control  procedures  in  place  at  the  Philadelphia  mint  dur- 
ing this  era.  However,  it  is  even  more  intriguing  to  speculate  on  how  this  coin  ended 
up  in  Germany  so  many  years  after  it  was  struck.  Tracking  the  journey  of  this  coin 
to  Europe  would  be  a  most  interesting  study  in  itself. 


Collection  of  Gobrecht  Journals  Available 

I  am  selling  my  collection  of  Gobrecht  Journals  which  contains  many  of  the 
earlier  issues.  The  vast  majority  of  these  journals  are  in  like  issued  condition 
except  for  Issue  #3,  which  is  sligtitly  scuffed  at  the  bottom  of  the  front  and  back 
covers.  There  are  75  different  issues  in  the  collection,  plus  5  duplicates. 

This  collection  is  missing  only  the  following  Issues: 

1 ,  2,  1 6,  1 9,  21 ,  24  through  35,  40,  61 ,  62,  63,  64,  66  through  75  and  90. 

There  are  TWO  copies  of  Issues:  4,  5,  6,  88,  89. 

These  journals  are  not  mildew  infested  nor  have  they  been  stored  in  a  smok- 
ing environment.  Bids  will  be  accepted  through  the  summer  ANA  Convention 
in  Boston. 

Please  submit  bids  or  send  inquiries  through  the  US  postal  service  or  by  e- 
mail  only.  Please  include  your  LSCC  membership  number  and  mailing  address. 
The  winning  bidder  will  be  notified  no  later  than  September  7,  2010. 

I  will  securely  package  these  journals  and  ship  them  to  the  highest  bidder 
at  no  additional  charge  by  mid-September.  Shipment  will  be  made  only  to  a 
United  States  address! 

Tom  Mulvaney  •  LSCC  #792 

P.O.  80x24116  •  Lexington,  Kentucky  40524-4116 
E-mail:  tom@rarecoinphotos.com 
Website:  www.rarecoinphotos.com 
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HALF  DIMES 

1842-0  XF   $995 

1844  MS60   300 

1844-0  Small  o,VF30    1300 

1849  MS63   500 

1852-  0  XF45    450 

1853  No  Arrows,  MS64    3000 

1853-  0  No  Arrows,  XF45   3500 

1861/0  AU55    550 

1865  MS63   2500 

1868  VF   275 

1868  VG   100 

1868-S  MS63   800 

1871-S  AU55    300 


DIMES 

1844  VF30  , 

1844  Fine., 

1845  AU55  , 
1845-0  AU55, 
1847  MS60, 


  $1000 

  600 

  250 

  6000 

  1100 

1849-0  Small  o,AU   1200 

1860-  O  VF   2500 

1861-  S   XF   700 

1865      VF30    1500 

1869      XF45    250 

1873-CC  VF30    20,000 

1873-8   AU   550 

1878-CCVF   400 

1879     Fine   550 

QUARTERS 

1839     XF,  open  claws   $450 

1840-O  XF45,  No  Drapery   650 

1840-O  AU,  With  Drapery   650 

1842-0  AU55,  Large  Date   900 

1847-0  VF30   1100 

1847-0  VG   250 

1848/48  XF   800 

1853/4    Fine   200 

1858-S   VF30    2500 

1860-  O  AU   700 

1861-  S   G6   600 

1862      XF   100 

1862      XF45   150 

1862-  S   Fine   700 


QUARTERS 

1864      XF45   $995 

1865-  S   AU55    3500 

1866      F15   2300 

1866-  S   XF   2500 

1867-  S   XF45    7000 

1868-  S   XF   1400 

1869     AU   3000 

1869-  S   AU58    3000 

1871-  S   VF30    3000 

1872-  S   XF   12,000 

1878-CCXF   250 

1878-CCVF   175 

1882  XF   1295 

1883  XF45    1600 

1884  VF   1750 

1886     XF45    1950 

1889  XF   1350 

1890  XF   600 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1840     XF,  SmallLetters   $250 

1840     AU58,  SmallLetters   600 

1840-  O  ANACSF12   150 

1841-  0  XF45    400 

1847-0  AU55    550 

1861-S   AU55,WB-101   750 

1862  AU55,WB-101   550 

1863  XF45    350 

1863-S   MS60,WB-102    850 

1866-S   VF,  No  Motto   1750 

1866-S   AU,  With  Motto   500 

1871-  CCXF   3500 

1872-  S   AU   500 

1873      AU55.  With  Arrows   700 

1 873-  CC  ICG  G4,  With  Arrows   375 

1874-  S   VF   250 

1874-CC  AU   12,000 

1877-CC  AU   400 

1879      Choice  BU   2500 

1881  Proof-64   2500 

1882  Proof-64   2750 

1883  MS63   2000 

1885  Proof-64   2500 

1886  PCGSAU50   1500 

1888     AU   1500 


New  York  residents  add  sales  tax.  Coins  removed  from  holders  considered  sold.  Ten  day  return  privileges. 
No  Charge  Cards.  Checks  must  clear  my  bank.  Postage  and  Insurance:  $7.50  for  purchases  up  to  $500,  $15  for 
purchases  from  $501  to  $1000,  $25  for  purchases  from  $1001  to  $2000,  $30  for  purchases  over  $2000. 

Lay-a-Way:  1/3  down,  1/3  in  30  days,  1/3  in  60  days.  Prices  subject  to  change.  Not  responsible  for  typos. 

IraMeltzer  •  LSCC#1656 

P.O.  Box  1053  •  Seaford,  New  York  11783-0053 
Telephone:  (516)  794-2845 
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Results  of  the  Trade  Dollar  Survey, 
Chopmarked  Coins 

by 

Joe  Kirchgessner 

This  will  be  the  last  of  three  articles  on  the  Trade  Dollar  survey  that  was  conducted 
by  the  club  in  January  2009.  In  previous  articles  the  business  strike  and  proof  coins 
that  were  reported  in  the  survey  were  analyzed  by  date,  nriintmark  and  variety.  The 
focus  of  this  article  will  be  to  continue  the  survey  analysis  on  the  chopmarked  Trade 
Dollars  that  were  reported  by  the  respondents. 

Table  1  lists  the  overall  number  of  coins  reported  from  all  survey  respondents. 
This  table  shows  that  the  original  business  strike  analysis  included  a  sizable  chop- 
marked  population.  There  were  670  chopmarked  Trade  Dollars  reported  by  only  10 
of  the  respondents.  Most  of  these  members  reported  only  a  few  coins  but  two  club 
members  reported  large  collections  of  chopmarked  pieces  that  were  greater  than 
150  and  250  coins  respectively.  These  two  collections  accounted  for  the  majority  of 
the  chopmarked  coins  reported  in  the  survey.  Table  1  also  shows  that  18.2%  of  the 
chopmarked  coins  were  certified  while  39.8%  of  the  non-chopmarked  coins  were 
certified. 

Table  1 

Total  Reported  Trade  Dollars  in  Survey 

Raw  Certified 
Raw  Certified   Chopmarked    Chopmarked  Total 

Business  Strikes      542      359  548  122  1571 

Proofs  13      234  0  0  247 


Chopmarked  1876-CC  Trade  Dollar 
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Given  the  small  number  of  dates  in  the  series  and  the  dominance  of  two  specialized 
collections  in  the  survey,  this  analysis  may  not  accurately  reflect  the  rarity  of  individual 
dates  or  the  rarity  of  Type  l/ll  obverse  and  reverse  varieties  within  the  chopmarked 
population.  It  will  therefore  be  difficultto  make  assumptions  regarding  rarity  within  this 
population.  However,  chopmarked  Trade  Dollars  are  scarce  and  the  survey  provides 
an  excellent  opportunity  to  present  some  data  on  these  interesting  coins. 

Chopmarked  Business  Strike  Trade  Dollars  -  Rarity  by  Mint 

Table  2  shows  the  distribution  of  chopmarked  business  strike  Trade  Dollars  by 
mint  and  grade. 

Table  2 

Chopmarked  Business  Strike  Trade  Dollars  by  Grade  and  Mint 


Chopped  Non-Chopped 


Mint 

AG-F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS  + 

Total 

Percent 

Percent 

Philadelphia 

25 

9 

27 

22 

5 

88 

13.1 

25.7 

San  Francisco 

49 

61 

98 

81 

83 

372 

55.5 

46.7 

Carson  City 

31 

35 

70 

42 

32 

210 

31.4 

27.6 

Total 

105 

105 

195 

145 

120 

670 

100.0 

100.0 

The  table  shows  that  the  majority  of  the  chopmarked  coins  reported  in  the  sur- 
vey were  struck  at  the  San  Francisco  mint.  A  smaller  percentage  was  struck  at  the 
Carson  City  mint  with  chopmarked  Philadelphia  coins  the  most  difficult  to  obtain. 
For  non-chopmarked  coins,  about  half  were  struck  at  the  San  Francisco  mint  with 
the  remaining  pieces  split  about  equally  between  the  Carson  City  and  Philadelphia 
mints.  The  main  difference  in  distribution  between  chopmarked  and  non-chopmarked 
coins  is  that  chopmarked  Philadelphia  coins  appear  at  about  half  the  frequently  as 
non-chopmarked  coins  from  this  mint.  This  seems  to  suggest  that  fewer  Philadelphia 
coins  made  their  way  to  the  Orient  for  use  as  payment  for  goods  during  the  19"" 
century.  The  most  frequently  reported  grades  for  chopmarked  coins  were  XF  and 
AU  in  the  middle  range  of  the  grading  scale. 


Chopmarked  1877-CC  Trade  Dollar 
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Chopmarked  Business  Strike  Trade  Dollars  -  Rarity  by  Date  and  Mint 

The  first  objective  of  this  article  is  to  determine  the  scarcity  of  chopmarked  Trade 
Dollars  by  date  and  mint  for  the  years  of  production.  Table  3  is  a  listing  of  all  chop- 
marked  coins  reported  in  the  survey  by  date,  mintmark  and  grade  range.  A  ranking 
and  percentage  of  total  population  is  also  provided.  In  the  case  of  a  tie  for  the  number 
of  coins  reported,  the  issue  with  the  smaller  number  reported  in  mint  state  was  given 
the  higher  rank;  that  is,  the  smaller  numerical  rank. 

Table  3 

Chopmarked  Business  Strike  Trade  Dollars 
Rarity  by  Date,  Grade  and  Mint 

Percent  of 


Date 

AG-F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS+ 

Total 

Population 

Rai 

1873 

7 

3 

3 

2 

2 

17 

2.5 

5 

1873-CC 

8 

6 

8 

4 

0 

26 

3.9 

9 

1873-S 

3 

5 

8 

3 

2 

21 

3.1 

7 

1874 

5 

0 

6 

6 

2 

19 

2.8 

6 

1874-CC 

8 

5 

13 

10 

14 

50 

7.5 

13 

1874-S 

8 

8 

12 

15 

9 

52 

7.8 

14 

1875 

4 

0 

2 

4 

0 

10 

1.5 

2 

1875-CC 

6 

13 

20 

11 

8 

58 

8.7 

15 

1875-S 

12 

18 

24 

16 

19 

89 

13.3 

17 

1875-S/CC 

0 

0 

4 

4 

5 

13 

1.9 

3 

1876 

2 

2 

8 

5 

0 

17 

2.5 

4 

1876-CC 

2 

1 

21 

7 

3 

34 

5.1 

10 

1 876-S 

11 

11 

30 

19 

23 

94 

14.0 

18 

1877 

7 

4 

8 

5 

1 

25 

3.7 

8 

1 877-CC 

6 

7 

7 

9 

5 

34 

5.1 

11 

1877-S 

11 

9 

13 

12 

21 

66 

9.9 

16 

1878-CC 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

8 

1.2 

1 

1 878-S 

4 

10 

7 

12 

4 

37 

5.5 

12 

Total 

105 

105 

195 

145 

120 

670 

100.0 

The  table  shows  that  the  five  rarest  chopmarked  coins  are  the  1 873, 1 875,  1 875- 
S/CC,  1876  and  1878-CC  dates,  three  Philadelphia  dates  and  two  rare  branch  mint 
issues.  The  five  most  common  chopmarked  coins  are  the  1874-S,  1875-CC,  1875- 
S,  1 876-S  and  1877-S,  four  San  Francisco  dates  and  a  Carson  City  date.  The  table 
also  shows  higher  percentages  for  chopmarked  San  Francisco  mint  issues  and 
lower  percentages  for  chopmarked  Philadelphia  mint  coins,  indicating  that  far  fewer 
Philadelphia  coins  ended  up  with  chopmarks. 

In  order  to  independently  validate  this  data  from  the  club  survey,  I  looked  up 
population  numbers  for  chopmarked  coins  in  an  older  2007  PCGS  Population  Re- 
port and  tabulated  the  distribution  of  chopmarked  coins.  Table  4  is  a  comparison 
between  the  survey  data  tabulated  by  percentage  and  rank  and  the  data  from  the 
PCGS  Population  Report. 
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Table  4 

Chopmarked  Business  Strike  Trade  Doilars  -  Rarity  by  Date  and  iVIint 


uaie 

Survey 

Survey 

PCGS 

PCGS 

Percentage 

Rank 

Percentage 

Rank 

■i  Q~70 
lO/O 

2.5 

5 

1.4 

5 

3.9 

9 

1.9 

7 

1  o/o-b 

3.1 

7 

3.0 

9 

1 0/4 

2.8 

6 

1.7 

6 

1 0/4-00 

7.5 

13 

9.7 

14 

■\  0~7  A  O 

7.8 

14 

11.4 

15 

H  0"7C 
1  O/O 

1 .5 

2 

0.6 

1 

■i  0"7C  /^/^ 

8.7 

15 

6.9 

13 

io7o-b 

13.3 

17 

19.9 

18 

1 875-b/CC 

1 .9 

3 

4 

■4  0~7C 

io7d 

2.5 

4 

0.8 

2 

1 876-CC 

5.1 

10 

3.3 

10 

1 876-b 

14.0 

18 

13.9 

16 

1 877 

3.7 

8 

3.3 

11 

1 877-CC 

5.1 

11 

3.6 

12 

1877-S 

9.9 

16 

14.7 

17 

1878-CC 

1.2 

1 

1.1 

3 

1878-S 

5.5 

12 

2.8 

8 

Total 

100.0 

100.0 

It  should  be  noted  that  1875-S/CC  coins  were  not  listed  separately  in  the  PCGS 
data  but  were  included  within  the  1 875-S  population  of  chopmarked  coins.  However, 
this  date  was  given  an  estimated  rank  within  the  PCGS  population  so  that  a  proper 
comparison  could  be  made  between  the  two  sets  of  data.  With  this  addition  to  facilitate 
the  comparison,  the  correlation  for  rare  and  common  chopmarked  coins  between 
the  two  data  sets  was  very  good.  The  1873,  1875,  1875-S/CC,  1876  and  1878-CC 
issues  have  the  smallest  chopmarked  populations  in  both  the  survey  data  and  the 
PCGS  population  data.  Similarly  the  1874-CC,  1874-S,  1875-CC,  1 875-S,  1876-S 
and  1 877-S  issues  have  the  largest  chopmarked  populations  in  both  the  survey  data 
and  the  PCGS  data.  Although  the  specific  ranking  and  percentages  were  slightly 
different,  it  was  felt  that  the  table  accurately  distinguishes  the  rare  from  the  common 
chopmarked  dates  within  the  Trade  Dollar  series.  This  was  especially  encouraging 
given  the  small  number  of  coins  in  both  sets  of  data. 

One  interesting  observation  would  be  the  very  small  number  of  chopmarked 
1876  coins  that  were  reported.  This  is  in  marked  contrast  to  the  number  of  non- 
chopmarked  coins  of  this  date  that  were  reported  in  the  survey.  Also  of  note  is  the 
fact  that  chopmarked  1 875  and  1 878-CC  coins  are  very  rare  in  both  the  club  survey 
and  the  PCGS  data. 


38 


Rarity  of  Type  I  and  Type  II  Obverse  and  Reverse  Varieties 

The  final  objective  of  this  article  will  be  to  assess  the  relative  rarity  of  the  Type  I  and 
Type  II  obverse  and  reverse  die  combinations  for  chopmarked  coins  in  the  series. 
It  should  be  noted  that  all  1873  and  1874  coins  are  Type  I/I  while  all  1877  and  later 
coins  are  Type  11/11.  The  transitional  years  1875  and  1876  have  additional  Type  l/ll 
obverse  and  reverse  die  combinations.  Table  5  shows  the  reported  population  for 
these  additional  varieties  and  the  ranking  of  each  variety  within  each  date. 

Table  5 

Chopmarked  Business  Strike  Trade  Dollars 
Rarity  by  Type  I  and  Type  II  Varieties 

Percent  of 


Date 

AG-F 

VF 

XF 

AU 

MS+ 

Total 

Population 

Rank 

1873 

7 

3 

3 

2 

2 

17 

2.5 

11 

1873-CC 

8 

6 

8 

4 

0 

26 

3.9 

17 

1873-S 

3 

5 

8 

3 

2 

21 

3.1 

15 

1874 

5 

0 

6 

6 

2 

19 

2.8 

12 

1874-CC 

8 

5 

13 

10 

14 

50 

7.5 

22 

1874-S 

8 

8 

12 

15 

9 

52 

7.8 

24 

1875  I/I 

3 

0 

2 

3 

0 

8 

1.2 

4 

1875  l/ll 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0.3 

1 

1875-CC  I/I 

5 

8 

18 

6 

6 

43 

6.4 

21 

1875-CC  l/ll 

1 

5 

2 

5 

2 

15 

2.3 

9 

1875-S  I/I 

11 

11 

15 

10 

5 

52 

7.8 

23 

1875-S  l/ll 

1 

7 

9 

6 

14 

37 

5.5 

20 

1875-S/CC 

0 

0 

4 

4 

5 

13 

1.9 

8 

1876  I/I 

1 

1 

1 

2 

0 

5 

0.8 

3 

1876  l/ll 

1 

1 

5 

2 

0 

9 

1.3 

6 

187611/11 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

3 

0.4 

2 

1876-CC  I/I 

0 

0 

8 

3 

2 

13 

1.9 

7 

1876-CC  l/ll 

2 

1 

13 

4 

1 

21 

3.1 

14 

1876-S  I/I 

5 

8 

16 

13 

16 

58 

8.7 

25 

1876-S  l/ll 

2 

3 

7 

2 

6 

20 

3.0 

13 

1876-S  11/11 

4 

0 

7 

4 

1 

16 

2.4 

10 

1877 

7 

4 

8 

5 

1 

25 

3.7 

16 

1877-CC 

6 

7 

7 

9 

5 

34 

5.1 

18 

1877-S 

11 

9 

13 

12 

21 

66 

9.9 

26 

1878-CC 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

8 

1.2 

5 

1878-S 

4 

10 

7 

12 

4 

37 

5.5 

19 

Total 

105 

105 

195 

145 

120 

670 

100.0 
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There  are  a  few  interesting  findings  and  anomalies  in  the  table  that  should  be 
noted.  I  was  very  surprised  to  see  an  unexpected  high  number  of  chopmarked  1 875 
Type  I/I  coins.  The  table  shows  that  the  1875  Type  I/I  variety  appeared  much  more 
frequently  than  the  1 875  Type  l/ll  variety,  opposite  the  trend  that  was  seen  in  the  non- 
chopmarked  population.  Perhaps  a  large  shipment  of  Type  I/I  coins  was  sent  to  the 
Orient  for  payment  of  goods  or  perhaps  this  is  just  an  anomaly  in  the  data  due  to  the 
small  number  of  coins  reported.  There  were  also  some  consistencies  between  the 
chopmarked  and  non-chopmarked  populations.  Both  populations  showed  a  smaller 
number  of  1875-CC  l/ll  coins  compared  to  1875-CC  I/I  coins,  a  smaller  number  of 
1875-S  l/ll  coins  compared  to  1875-S  I/I  coins  and  a  smaller  number  of  1876  11/11 
coins  compared  to  1876  I/I  and  1876  l/ll  coins. 

James  Vernon  Epps  was  an  early  pioneer  in  the  study  of  the  Trade  Dollar  series  and 
had  built  an  extensive  collection  of  United  States  Trade  Dollars  by  the  1970s.  Most  of 
his  coins  graded  XF  to  AU  but  his  collection  included  many  proofs,  uncirculated  and 
chopmarked  pieces.  He  did  extensive  research  on  the  Trade  Dollar  series  and  exhibits 
of  his  Trade  Dollar  collection  won  numerous  awards.  In  March  1 978  his  article  Our  Most 
Misunderstood  Coin  -  Ttie  U.S.  Trade  Do/Zar  was  published  in  Issue  #1 1  of  the  Gobrecht 
Journal .  This  article  contained  rarity  ratings  for  chopmarked  and  non-chopmarked  coins 
in  the  series  by  date  and  variety.  While  his  rarity  ratings  for  chopmarked  coins  are  the 
result  of  the  work  of  a  single  numismatic  scholar,  they  are  significant  in  that  they  were 
published  32  years  ago  and  show  general  agreement  with  the  survey  data  that  was 
collected  during  the  2009  club  census.  Epps  ranked  the  rarity  of  chopmarked  Trade 
Dollars  only  by  date  and  reverse  variety  because  the  obverse  varieties  of  1875  and 
1876  had  not  yet  been  identified  when  his  research  was  published. 

Epps  lists  eight  San  Francisco  mint  issues  among  the  ten  most  common  chop- 
marked  dates  in  the  series:  the  1873-S,  1874-S,  1877-S,  and  1878-S  dates  as  well 
as  the  Type  I  and  Type  II  reverse  varieties  for  the  1875-S  and  1876-S  dates.  All  of 
these  issues  were  found  to  be  relatively  common  in  the  recent  club  survey.  His  top 
ten  listing  of  most  common  dates  also  included  the  1874  and  1874-CC  issues.  The 
1 874-CC  date  was  found  to  be  a  common  date  in  the  club  survey  but  the  1 874  issue 


Chopmarked  1875-S  Trade  Dollar  from  the  Epps  Collection 
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was  found  to  be  near  the  middle  in  rarity  in  the  club  survey.  Epps  listed  the  1 875-S/ 
CC  issue  as  one  of  the  chopmarked  rarities  and  this  was  confirmed  in  the  club  sur- 
vey. He  also  listed  the  1875  Type  I  and  Type  II  reverse  varieties  as  rare  chopmarked 
issues  and  this  was  also  confirmed  in  the  club  survey.  However  he  listed  the  1876 
Type  I  and  Type  II  reverse  varieties  near  the  middle  of  his  listing  in  rarity  and  they 
were  found  to  be  much  rarer  in  the  club  survey.  Epps  also  listed  the  1 873  and  1 873- 
CC  dates  among  his  rarest  chopmarked  issues  and  these  were  found  to  be  more 
common  in  the  club  survey.  Epps  listed  the  1878-CC  as  the  rarest  chopmarked  date 
and  this  was  confirmed  to  be  one  of  the  rare  issues  in  the  club  survey.  In  conclusion, 
I  believe  that  Epps  made  a  pretty  good  assessment  of  rarity  for  chopmarked  Trade 
Dollars  considering  that  he  was  making  his  rarity  estimates  from  personal  observa- 
tions before  the  availability  of  population  reports.  Most  of  his  rarity  estimates  have 
withstood  the  test  of  time  and  they  have  been  generally  confirmed  by  the  recent  club 
survey  of  chopmarked  coins. 

I  hope  that  this  analysis  has  provided  some  insight  into  the  rarity  of  chopmarked 
Trade  Dollars  and  provided  the  basis  for  a  rarity  ranking  of  chopmarked  coins  from 
the  series.  I  have  not  included  a  rarity  rating  of  chopmarked  coins  for  all  sub-varieties 
in  the  Trade  Dollar  series  because  the  populations  were  quite  small  in  most  cases. 
However,  chopmarked  sub-variety  data  can  be  provided  upon  request. 

I  would  like  to  thank  all  of  the  members  who  responded  to  this  survey  and  took 
the  time  to  report  their  collections  for  analysis.  I  would  also  like  to  thank  Heritage 
Auction  Galleries  for  allowing  the  journal  to  use  their  images  of  the  two  chopmarked 
Trade  Dollars  illustrated  in  this  article.  And  finally,  I  would  specifically  like  to  thank 
the  two  club  members  with  large  chopmarked  collections  for  including  their  coins  in 
this  survey.  I  am  well  aware  that  it  took  many  hours  to  accurately  record  the  data  for 
such  large  collections  but  their  efforts  will  provide  the  numismatic  community  with  a 
better  understanding  of  the  rarity  of  chopmarked  coins  than  was  previously  available. 
For  club  members  who  would  like  the  answers  to  specific  questions  please  do  not 
hesitate  to  contact  me  directly  by  email  at  jdkajl@comcast.net. 


This  ad  contains  two  very  rare  Seated  quarters  that  could  not  be  listed  with  other 
coins  because  of  some  damage  to  the  slabs  in  which  they  are  mounted.  While 
recently  in  transit  to  a  local  show  the  hot  Arizona  sun  began  to  melt  the  slab  material 
in  which  the  coins  were  mounted  so  that  the  slabs  are  now  slightly  deformed.  The 
damage  to  the  slabs  in  no  way  affects  the  coins  they  contain.  I  believe  that  the  coins 
are  important  enough  to  be  included  in  this  issue  of  the  journal. 

QUARTERS 

1 851  -0  SEGS  AU55,  obverse  scratch,  cleaned   $4200 

1 859-S  SEGS  AU50,  old  cleaning   1 2,000 

Ten  Day  Return  Privilege. 

Ron  Hunderfund  •  LSCC  #797 

Carefree  Coins  •  RO.  Box  4284  •  Prescott,  Arizona  86302 
Telephone:  (928)  443-5068 
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HALF  DOLLARS 

1844-0     Doubled  Date,  WB-103,  EF45,  dark  blue   $3200 

1848-0    AU58,  multicolored  toning   450 

1849        WB-101,AU58   550 

1853       A&R,  MS62,  bulls  eye  toning,  blue  around  edge   2800 

1 853-0    A&R,  MS60,  doubled  date  and  obverse   3000 

1857-  0     MS62    1800 

1858-  S     AU58,  toned   475 

1861-0    AU58   475 

1864        MS61   750 

1866       With  Motto,  MS62   75O 

1 870-S     WB-1 01 ,  Small  s,  AU58    550 

1 871  -S     WB-1 02,  Small  s,  MS60,  bulls  eye  blue  toning   575 

1872-CC  WB-1 02,  Small  cc,  EF/AU   2000 

1876  Proof-65,  beautiful   4200 

1877  MS63    900 

1881  MS64    1600 

1882  Proof-63   1600 

1888        MS64    1850 

Ten  Day  Return  Privilege  on  all  sales. 

Ron  Hunderfund  •  LSCC  #797 

Carefree  Coins 
RO.  Box  4284 
Rrescott,  Arizona  86302 
Telephone:  (928)  443-5068 
V  !  ) 
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A  Rarity  Comparison  for  1871-CC  Coinage 

by 

John  W.  McCloskey 

Collectors  frequently  rank  the  different  dates  by  rarity  within  a  series  that  they 
collect,  but  very  seldom  will  you  find  a  rarity  study  for  the  different  denominations  of 
a  specific  date.  I  would  therefore  like  to  illustrate  this  concept  with  a  rarity  study  for 
the  seven  denominations  of  coinage  struck  at  the  Carson  City  mint  in  1 871 .  The  table 
below  gives  the  mintage  and  listed  price  from  the  June  2010  issue  of  Coin  Values 
for  each  denomination  in  three  circulated  grades. 


Mintage  and  Listed  Value  for  1871-CC  Coinage  by  Denomination 


Denomination 

l\/lintage 

VG-8 

VF-20 

AU-50 

Dime 

20,100 

$2500 

$10,000 

$25,000 

Quarter 

10,890 

5000 

17,500 

40,000 

Half  Dollar 

139,950 

500 

1500 

5500 

Silver  Dollar 

1376 

3000 

8000 

25,000 

Half  Eagle 

20,770 

2250 

1 1 ,000 

Eagle 

7185 

2500 

20,000 

Double  Eagle 

14,687 

1 1 ,500 

30,000 

Total 

214,958 

The  table  shows  that  the  Carson  City  mint  produced  214,958  coins  during  its 
second  year  of  operation  and  that  65.1%  of  them  were  silver  half  dollars.  This  de- 
nomination is  the  most  readily  available  of  the  seven  Carson  City  issues  of  this  year 


High  Grade  1871-CC  Dime 
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and  it  has  the  lowest  price  in  each  of  the  listed  grades.  The  other  six  1 871  -CC  coins 
are  considered  to  be  rarities  in  their  series  and  difficult  to  obtain  in  any  grade. 

The  Carson  City  mint  was  established  in  1870  and  mint  products  were  struck  for 
circulation  on  the  sparsely  populated  western  frontier.  There  were  no  collectors  in 
the  west  at  that  time  and  entire  mintages  were  released  into  circulation  shortly  after 
they  were  struck.  Consequently,  very  few  of  these  coins  survive  today  in  high  grades 
with  each  of  the  denominations  becoming  prohibitively  rare  in  mint  state.  There  are 
no  more  than  3  to  4  mint  state  pieces  for  any  of  the  denominations  except  for  the  half 
dollar.  Even  with  its  relatively  high  mintage,  the  half  dollar  is  extremely  rare  in  mint 
state  with  no  more  than  5  to  8  sun/iving  specimens.  This  makes  all  seven  denomi- 
nations at  least  R-7  rarities  in  mint  state.  Furthermore,  a  set  of  nice  circulated  coins 
for  this  date  in  AU  grades  would  be  a  significant  accomplishment  for  any  collector 
of  rare  coins. 

The  1 871  -CC  quarter  has  the  highest  price  in  all  of  the  listed  grades  for  the  seven 
denominations.  This  is  mainly  due  to  the  pressure  created  from  set  collectors  in  the 
quarter  series  who  would  need  an  example  of  this  date  to  complete  their  sets.  There 
is  also  pressure  from  specialists  working  to  complete  Carson  City  date  sets  of  this 
denomination.  These  collectors  compete  for  the  available  pieces  of  this  issue  and  push 
up  the  prices.  Even  low  grade  coins  will  command  premium  prices  at  auction  because 
there  are  just  not  enough  high  grade  pieces  to  meet  the  growing  demand. 

There  is  similar  pressure  on  the  1871-CC  dime  due  to  interest  from  Seated  dime 
set  collectors  and  Carson  City  specialists.  The  1871-CC  dime  is  not  as  rare  as  the 
quarter  but  there  are  more  dime  collectors  competing  for  the  relatively  small  number 
of  available  pieces.  This  date  also  represents  the  first  Carson  City  dime  creating 
additional  pressure  from  specialists  interested  in  obtaining  the  first  issue  coins  for 
each  denomination.  With  heavy  usage  on  the  western  frontier  most  of  the  available 
pieces  are  in  average  circulated  grades,  but  even  these  coins  bring  premium  prices 
at  auction. 


Very  Rare  1871-CC  Quarter 
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It  has  always  surprised  me  that  the  1 871  -CC  Seated  dollar  is  listed  at  prices  below 
the  1871-CC  quarter  in  all  of  the  circulated  grades  up  to  AU.  There  are  several  rea- 
sons however  for  this  price  structure,  the  most  significant  being  that  there  are  more 
surviving  1 871  -CC  dollars  than  quarters.  This  is  true  in  spite  of  a  miniscule  mintage  of 
1 376  pieces  for  the  1 871  -CC  dollar  because  this  large  silver  coin  had  a  much  higher 
survival  rate.  There  are  also  many  fewer  Seated  dollar  set  collectors  because  of  the 
generally  higher  prices  for  individual  coins  and  a  large  number  of  great  rarities  in 
the  Seated  dollar  series.  But  the  1871-CC  dollar  is  a  big  beautiful  Seated  coin  and  I 
believe  it  is  underrated  at  its  current  price  levels. 

No  prices  are  given  for  the  gold  denominations  in  VG  because  gold  coinage  is 
usually  not  collected  in  this  grade.  Most  gold  coins  sold  in  the  current  market  are 
in  grades  of  VF  and  above  so  this  presentation  will  focus  on  these  grades.  The 
1 871  -CC  half  eagle  is  a  very  scarce  coin  but  it  is  listed  at  only  $2250  in  VF,  a  fraction 
of  the  value  for  a  dime,  quarter  or  silver  dollar  in  this  grade.  Demand  for  this  coin 
comes  mostly  from  Carson  City  specialists  since  there  are  very  few  set  collectors 
of  Coronet  gold  due  to  a  long  list  of  rare  and  expensive  issues.  Prices  for  rare  date 
gold  have  remained  quite  stable  for  more  than  fifteen  years  but  I  believe  that  the 
recent  increase  in  the  price  of  gold  has  created  new  interest  in  gold  coinage  among 
collectors.  There  are  likely  to  be  sharp  increases  in  the  price  of  many  gold  coins, 
especially  for  the  rare  issues  from  the  Carson  City  mint.  I  think  that  the  1 871  -CC  half 
eagle  is  greatly  undervalued  at  its  current  price  structure  and  that  increases  should 
be  expected  in  the  coming  years. 

The  1871-CC  eagle  had  a  mintage  of  only  7185  pieces  and  is  the  rarest  of  the 
three  gold  denominations  of  this  date.  With  a  listed  price  of  $2500  in  VF-20  it  is  more 
difficult  to  obtain  than  the  half  eagle  but  priced  very  modestly  in  this  grade.  It  sells  at 
only  a  fraction  of  the  price  for  a  dime,  quarter  or  silver  dollar  of  this  year  and  I  believe 
it  is  greatly  undervalued  at  its  current  price  structure.  I  would  expect  increases  in  the 
price  of  the  1871-CC  eagle  with  renewed  interest  in  gold  coinage  from  collectors. 


Rare  1871-CC  Seated  Dollar 
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The  1871-CC  double  eagle  is  probably  the  most  common  of  the  three  gold  de- 
nominations for  this  year  but  it  has  the  highest  listed  price  in  the  circulated  grades. 
There  have  been  price  increases  for  double  eagles  in  recent  years  because  of  greater 
collector  interest  in  this  series.  The  Coronet  double  eagle  is  a  big  beautiful  gold  coin 
but  I  don't  believe  that  it  has  as  much  potential  for  future  price  increases  as  the  other 
two  gold  denominations. 

Most  Seated  collectors  think  about  building  a  set  by  date  and  mint  for  one  of  the 
silver  denominations  and  then  study  the  price  structure  that  is  based  upon  rarity  for 
that  series.  However,  coins  of  equal  rarity  may  have  entirely  different  price  structures 
if  they  come  from  different  series,  even  if  they  have  the  same  date  and  were  struck 
at  the  same  mint.  If  an  1 871  -CC  quarter  in  a  VF  grade  and  an  1 871  -CC  Seated  dol- 
lar in  the  same  grade  were  offered  for  sale  at  the  same  price,  a  collector  might  think 
that  the  Seated  dollar  would  be  the  better  buy.  However,  this  would  not  be  the  case! 
There  are  far  more  set  collectors  in  the  Seated  quarter  series  and  far  fewer  high  grade 
quarters  available  for  purchase.  This  makes  the  1871-CC  quarter  the  better  buy.  In 
another  example,  assume  that  an  1871-CC  quarter  in  a  VF  grade  and  an  1871-CC 
half  eagle  in  the  same  grade  were  offered  for  sale  at  the  same  price.  The  coins  are 
about  the  same  size  and  the  half  eagle  is  made  of  gold,  suggesting  to  most  collectors 
that  the  half  eagle  would  be  the  better  buy.  Again,  this  would  not  be  the  case!  There 
is  much  greater  demand  for  the  quarter  and  far  fewer  high  grade  examples  available 
for  purchase.  This  makes  the  1871-CC  quarter  in  VF  a  much  better  buy. 

While  price  structures  vary  greatly  among  denominations,  I  believe  that  price 
comparisons  within  the  coin  market  can  serve  a  very  valuable  purpose.  Certain  seg- 
ments of  the  market  will  become  popular  at  different  times,  creating  price  increases 
in  one  series  or  another.  As  prices  rise  in  one  area,  collectors  will  frequently  turn 
their  attention  to  other  segments  of  the  market.  At  this  point  a  collector  must  choose 
a  numismatic  pursuit  that  interests  him  and  has  potential  for  growth.  For  example, 


Rare  1871-CC  Half  Eagle 
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as  prices  rise  for  mint  state  Seated  dimes,  proof  dimes  from  the  series  become 
more  attractive.  As  prices  rise  for  mint  state  Seated  half  dollars,  pattern  half  dol- 
lars from  this  era  might  make  nice  additions  to  a  collection.  As  prices  rise  for  rare 
Carson  City  quarters,  a  collector  might  turn  his  attention  to  purchasing  rare  San 
Francisco  quarters.  If  Seated  dollars  get  too  expensive,  Trade  Dollars  might  offer 
a  collecting  alternative. 

At  several  points  in  my  numismatic  career  I  came  to  a  point  were  I  was  searching 
for  a  new  collecting  interest.  After  studying  a  series  for  a  period  of  years  you  find 
that  you  are  looking  at  coins  with  the  same  basic  features  over  and  over  again.  You 
may  on  occasion  find  a  coin  in  a  later  die  state  or  encounter  a  piece  in  a  higher 
grade,  but  the  thrill  of  the  hunt  that  produces  an  exciting  rush  at  the  moment  of 
discovery  is  gone.  In  each  case  I  would  make  price  comparisons  among  different 
segments  of  the  coin  market  with  the  intention  of  identifying  a  dormant  series  that 
offered  the  potential  for  investment  and  study.  Once  a  decision  was  made  I  was 
off  on  a  new  adventure  and  excited  about  what  I  might  discover  at  the  next  show 
or  auction. 

I  would  like  to  thank  Heritage  Auction  Galleries  for  permission  to  use  their  im- 
ages to  illustrate  the  various  denominations  of  gold  and  silver  coinage  that  were 
struck  at  the  Carson  City  branch  mint  in  1871 .  Most  of  these  pieces  were  put  into 
circulation  on  the  western  frontier  during  the  latter  half  of  the  19th  century  and 
have  become  numismatic  treasures  that  are  now  in  great  demand  by  the  current 
generation  of  collectors. 


Very  Rare  1871-CC  Eagle 
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Date  Styles  for  1837  Half  Dimes 

by 


John  W.  McCloskey 

During  the  early  years  at  the  United  States  mint,  dates  were  punched  into  coinage 
dies  using  single  digit  punches  to  identify  the  year  of  issue.  The  individual  punches 
were  very  small  and  it  was  difficult  to  position  them  so  that  they  would  be  equally 
spaced  and  level  when  stamped  into  a  die.  A  bad  placement  for  one  of  the  digits 
was  often  corrected  by  repunching  it  to  create  a  better  alignment  of  the  date  on  the 
die. 

The  mint  greatly  improved  the  process  of  date  preparation  on  coinage  dies  with 
the  introduction  of  the  four  digit  logotype  in  1840.  Beginning  in  this  year  the  mint 
prepared  a  set  of  five  to  eight  logotypes  of  varying  size  that  were  used  to  punch 
the  dates  into  the  dies  on  all  denominations  of  United  States  coinage.  Very  small 
logotypes  were  used  on  small  coins  like  dimes  and  half  dimes  while  much  larger 
logotypes  were  used  on  the  larger  coins  like  dollars,  half  dollars  and  gold  eagles. 

Date  logotypes  played  an  important  role  in  the  placement  of  dates  on  Liberty 
Seated  coinage  during  the  19'^  century  but  the  date  logotype  was  not  yet  available 
when  Seated  coinage  was  introduced  in  1837.  During  the  early  years  of  the  Seated 
series  the  mint  was  still  using  single  digit  punches  to  prepare  the  dates  on  the  dies. 
I  would  therefore  like  to  describe  the  date  styles  used  on  1837  half  dimes  during 
this  first  year  of  the  Seated  series.  Two  distinct  sets  of  date  punches  were  used  on 
this  issue  and  they  have  become  known  as  the  Large  Date  and  Small  Date  varieties. 
Characteristics  of  these  two  date  styles  will  be  given  below. 

1837  Large  Date  Half  Dime 

The  digit  1  has  a  long  upper  serif  that  curves  up  sharply  to  the  top  of  the  digit. 
The  top  of  the  1  is  flat  and  about  half  the  width  of  the  upright  of  the  digit.  The  1  has 
a  long  base  that  extends  out  well  beyond  the  upright  of  the  digit  to  the  right  and  left. 
The  digit  8  has  a  script  style  with  the  central  segment  running  upward  from  left  to 


1837  Large  Date  Half  Dime 
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right  crossing  below  the  central  segment  running  down  from  left  to  right.  The  two 
openings  in  the  digit  are  not  circles  or  ovals  due  to  the  script  style  of  the  digit.  The 
digit  3  has  large  knobs  with  a  narrow  opening  between  them  and  the  central  seg- 
ment extends  out  through  the  middle  of  the  digit  close  to  the  two  knobs.  The  digit  7 
has  a  long  tail  with  the  right  edge  extending  out  sharply  to  the  right  as  it  rises  up  to 
the  top  edge.  The  tail  of  the  7  is  basically  centered  over  the  upper  segment  of  the 
digit.  The  four  digits  appear  in  an  arc  with  the  1  and  7  above  a  line  connecting  the 
base  of  the  83  in  the  date. 

The  coin  with  this  date  style  illustrated  in  this  article  shows  recutting  at  the  base 
of  all  four  digits.  There  are  actually  two  extra  segments  at  the  base  of  the  8  from 
previous  cuttings  of  this  digit  with  the  lower  one  extending  into  the  denticles.  There 
are  also  three  known  obverse  dies  for  the  1 837  Bust  half  dime,  all  with  the  same  date 
style  as  shown  on  an  1837  Large  Date  Seated  half  dime. 


The  digit  1  has  a  short  upper  serif  that  rises  up  only  slightly  as  it  runs  across  the 
top  of  the  digit.  The  1  has  a  short  base  that  extends  out  beyond  the  upright  to  the 
right  and  left.  The  digit  8  has  a  block  style  with  two  circular  loops  resting  on  top  of 
one  another.  The  two  openings  in  the  digit  are  circles  with  the  upper  circle  a  little 
smaller  than  the  lower  one.  The  digit  3  has  small  knobs  with  a  large  opening  between 
them.  The  3  has  a  short  central  segment  that  extends  out  only  to  about  the  middle 
of  the  digit.  The  digit  7  has  a  long  tail  with  the  right  edge  curving  only  slightly  as  it 
rises  up  to  the  top  edge.  The  tail  of  the  7  appears  to  be  centered  over  the  right  side 
of  the  digit.  The  four  digits  have  been  placed  in  a  slight  arc  with  the  1  and  7  slightly 
above  a  line  connecting  the  base  of  the  83  in  the  date. 

I  have  presented  information  on  the  date  styles  of  the  1837  half  dime  because 
this  was  a  transition  year  from  the  Large  Date  punches  used  on  Bust  half  dimes  to 
the  Small  Date  punches  used  during  the  early  years  of  the  Liberty  Seated  series. 
However,  the  new  Small  Date  punches  would  be  discarded  only  three  years  later 
with  the  introduction  of  date  logotypes  in  1840. 


1837  Small  Date  Half  Dime 


1837  Small  Date  Half  Dime 
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Some  Underrated  Seated  Coinage 


LSCC  held  a  regional  meeting  of  the  club  during  the  Central  States  Convention  in 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  on  April  30,  201 0.  At  that  meeting  club  members  were  asked 
to  give  their  opinion  on  Seated  coinage  that  they  felt  was  underrated.  Some  of  the 
responses  received  in  that  exercise  are  given  in  the  following  paragraphs. 

In  my  opinion  the  1 860-S,  1 861  -S,  1 862-S  and  1 886-S  dimes  are  very  difficult  to 
find  and  still  underrated.  I  have  also  found  that  the  1869,  1871  and  1878  dimes  are 
not  as  common  as  is  generally  believed.  Even  the  1 872  dime  is  much  harder  to  find 
than  would  be  expected. 

Scott  Grieb 
LSCC  #740 

I  have  found  that  the  1 867  dime  is  very  difficult  to  find  at  any  show.  That  might  be 
expected  considering  its  tiny  mintage  of  only  6000  business  strikes. 

Terry  Searcy 
LSCC  #766 

I  collect  only  Seated  quarters  and  feel  that  high  grade  1 860-S  quarters  in  XF-40 
or  better  grades  are  nearly  impossible  to  find. 

Joe  Hacker 
LSCC  #1463 


The  last  coin  I  needed  for  my  Seated  quarter  set  was  the  1 871  -CC  rarity.  I  believe 
that  nice  original  examples  of  this  date  are  very  difficult  to  find  and  it  took  me  many 
years  to  locate  a  suitable  VF-30  coin  to  complete  my  set.  While  not  my  most  expensive 
purchase,  I  still  treasure  this  coin  among  all  others  in  my  quarter  set. 

John  McCloskey 
LSCC  #089 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


I  have  been  an  active  collector  for  over  50  years,  and  a  full  time  show  circuit  dealer 
for  over  30  years.  My  numismatic  collecting  interests  cover  a  diverse  range  includ- 
ing Hawaiian  Plantation  tokens,  Lesher  Dollars,  Horsecar  tokens.  Colonial  coinage, 
Georgia  Colonial  paper  money,  and  a  number  of  other  areas  that  are  mostly  outside 
federally  issued  coins.  Although  Seated  coinage  has  never  been  a  pursuit  of  mine, 
I  simply  want  to  say  that  I  have  long  enjoyed  reading  the  Gobrecht  Journal  and  I 
believe  that  I  have  recently  been  able  to  identify  at  least  a  couple  of  reasons  for  my 
continuing  interest. 

First,  I  would  like  to  commend  club  members  forthe  constant  stream  of  well  thought 
out  articles  on  a  very  broad  range  of  interesting  topics.  Second,  I  believe  that  these 
articles  show  the  incredible  passion  and  love  of  collecting  that  the  authors  have  for 
their  specialized  area  of  interest.  What  many  would  consider  items  of  minutia  are  in 
fact  the  very  things  that  I  believe  true  numismatists  are  made  of,  the  things  that  bring 
us  together  and  the  things  that  make  our  collecting  interests  a  constant  source  of 
learning,  stimulation  and  fascination. 

I  always  enjoy  the  human  interest  part  of  an  article  where  the  writer  shares  some 
personal  thoughts  on  his  experience  that  makes  it  a  familiar  collecting  adventure. 
It  could  be  information  on  how  a  rare  variety  was  cherrypicked,  or  the  unusual  way 
in  which  a  coin  was  found,  or  how  long  it  took  to  find  a  particular  specimen,  or  how 
this  coin  is  different  from  other  similar  pieces,  or  why  this  piece  represents  the  end 
of  a  long  journey.  All  of  these  experiences  bring  out  that  common  bond  we  share 
as  collectors.  I  therefore  want  to  thank  all  of  the  authors  collectively  for  the  true  feel- 
ing of  connectedness  I  get  from  reading  the  articles  so  carefully  prepared  by  fellow 
numismatists. 

Bob  Rhue 
LSCC  #355 

I  found  your  article  in  Issue  #107  of  the  journal  on  the  1857-S  quarter  with  the 
added  mintmark  to  be  very  fascinating.  The  coin  looks  quite  convincing  in  the  pho- 
tographs! In  contract,  the  alteration  on  the  1891-0  quarter  was  very  poorly  done 
and  shouldn't  fool  anyone.  However,  I  have  a  point  to  make  on  the  text,  since  you 
describe  these  coins  as  counterfeits.  They  are  actually  genuine  Seated  coins  with 
added  mintmarks.  I  consider  a  counterfeit  to  be  an  entirely  false  coin  and  not  simply 
an  alteration  on  a  genuine  specimen. 

I  see  a  lot  of  1 91 6-D  dimes  and  1 932-D  quarters  with  chased  mintmarks,  but  I  don't 
recall  seeing  a  Liberty  Seated  coin  that  has  been  altered  in  this  manner. 


David  W.  Lange 
Research  Director,  NGC 
LSCC  #488 
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I  would  like  to  comment  on  the  letter  by  Weimar  White  in  Issue  #1 07  of  the  journal 
in  which  he  disagrees  with  the  assigned  grade  of  MS-67  for  the  1 876  Trade  Dollar  that 
is  illustrated  on  the  covers  of  this  issue.  He  claims  that  there  are  various  bag  marks 
on  the  coin,  but,  in  my  opinion,  they  are  extremely  light  and  not  that  noticeable. 

Another  point  is  that  White  is  not  a  fan  of  toned  coins.  I  respect  his  opinion,  but 
like  other  collectors,  I  like  toned  coins  provided  they  are  not  too  dark.  This  coin  ex- 
hibits beautiful  rainbow  toning  and  has  minimal  bag  marks!  I  therefore  believe  that 
it  deserves  its  assigned  grade  of  MS-67  even  though  a  grade  at  this  level  is  always 
subjective.  You  also  have  to  consider  the  coin's  strike,  and,  more  importantly,  its 
attractiveness  which  is  also  part  of  the  grading  criteria.  This  coin  would  be  rated 
exceptional  in  all  of  the  categories  mentioned  above. 

Anyway,  the  grade  assigned  to  the  coin  is  irrelevant  to  its  appearance  on  the  cov- 
ers of  the  journal.  The  main  objective  of  having  a  coin  illustrated  on  the  covers  is  to 
show  its  classic  design  and  its  beautiful  surfaces. 

Joe  Trezza 
LSCC  #885 


I  read  with  keen  interest  your  article  entitled  The  Ten  Greatest  Seated  Half  Dimes 
that  appeared  in  Issue  #1 07  of  the  journal.  I  believe  that  without  doubt,  the  greatest 
Seated  half  dime  is  the  1 839-0  Large  O  half  dime.  It  is  not  a  pattern  or  a  presentation 
piece,  or  a  piece  with  a  clandestine  origin.  Simply  stated,  it  was  struck  for  circulation. 
Unfortunately,  Dr.  Stuart  Levine,  Kamal  Ahwash,  Walter  Breen,  Jim  O'Donnell  and  Al 
BIythe  are  no  longer  here  to  come  to  my  defense. 

Stewart  W.  Jones 
LSCC  #052 

Wanted  to  Buy 

Seated  Dimes  with: 
Rotated  Reverses   •  Cuds 

iVIajor  Die  Breaks    •    Better  Dates 

Please  forward  information  on  any  available  coins  to: 
Jason@seated.org 

Jason  Feldman  •  LSCC  #2003 

P.O.  Box  8600  •  Jupiter,  Florida  33468 
Telephone:  (305)  409-2000 

There  are  some  dimes  listed  for  sale  at:  www.seateddime.com 
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MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 


LlBERTVfiERTED  COLLECTORS  ClUB 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY    STATE   ZIP 


I'M  A  COLLECTOR  □      DEALER  □  COLLECTOR/DEALER  □ 

YOU  MAY  □      MAY  NOT  □ 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I  COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMES  □  DIMES  □  4k 

QUARTERS  □         HALF  DOLLARS  □       DOLLARS  □         ALL  SEATED  □ 

SIGNATURE   DATE   


• 


Membership  Fee  -  $20.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation  fee. 
Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $20.00  to: 
Len  Augsburger  •  P.O.  Box  61 14 
^  Vernon  Hills,  Illinois  60061 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or 
change  your  mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two 
Journals  returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has 
moved  to  a  new  location.  In  such  cases,  we  must  wait  for  the  member 
to  contact  us  and  provide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unneces- 
sary delays  in  receiving  the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  in  keeping  our 
mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that  you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible 
of  any  cliange  of  address. 


Reverse  Picture  of 
1876  Trade  Dollar  Graded  PCGS  MS-67 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads,  or  club  policies  are  in- 
vited. This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  it 
on  behalf  of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


